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WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday Church School 9:30 A.M.

SCS does not meet in June, July or August

Sunday Worship 8:15 A.M. & 10:45 A.M.

Summer Schedule 9:30 A.M.

Elevator and Hearing Assistance Available
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PHONE 724-834-1457
FAX 724-834-1469

office@felchurch.org
September 2025

Fastor“s Notc

Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which
you are standing is holy ground.
Genesis 3:5b (NRSV)
Dear Friends in Christ,

Many of you know, | think, that | went to Western North Carolina in early
August to help with recovery efforts from flooding that occurred in September
2024. As Bill, Charlie, and | hopped into the car to head south and meet up
with the rest of the group from SWPA that morning’s worship was still fresh in
my mind.

Even if you weren’t in worship that day, you probably are familiar with the
Gospel reading from that day. It was Luke 12:13-21, the Parable of the Rich
Fool. | had focused on what | had called the Rich Man’s “I” problem, but later
that evening | would be drawn back to the way that passage ends. “And the
things you have prepared, whose will they be? So it is with those who store up
treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

| think we know something about storing up treasures, but what might it mean
to be rich toward God. As we gathered Sunday night to get some details for the
week ahead and have time for devotions led by our local Lutheran Disaster
Response contact, | started to think more about what it meant to be rich
toward God.

Amy shared with us some of her experiences of the flooding and coming back
to Lutheridge, the Lutheran Camp we were staying at. As she sat up on the hill
near the chapel, she was reminded of Moses and the burning bush and the
reminder that he was on holy ground. This was holy ground for her.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Fastor’s Notc (Continued from Page 1)

She recalled that people often call disasters such as this, acts of God, but
really, they are acts of nature. Acts of God come in the recovery as
communities come together, helping one another and as volunteers continue
to come months removed from the disaster itself.

That stuck with me, and | started to think about holy ground. Many of us have
places that are special to us, and we might call that holy ground. Perhaps
another way to think of holy ground though, is that it is all those places where
the Baptized live out their callings, proclaiming Christ in word and deed. The
places where God’s work is done through our hands.

There are many ways to be rich toward God and this, | think, is one of them.
As we live out our Baptisms, proclaiming Christ on holy ground, we are being
rich toward God.

May you always be encouraged as you do God’s work, living out your calling,
as you stand on holy ground.

Togcthcr in Cl’:rist,
Pastor C[‘\ris

Rally Day Cookies for First Responders!

Sunday, September 7th Rally Day
Hands are needed to: /

¢ Make cookies! )" ’ \ ‘\s\\
+ Deliver cookies to the Fellowship Hall by 10 am GOdS
Saturday, September 6th!

¢ Pack cookies on Saturday, September 6th at 10 %

AM.
¢ Deliver cookies to First Responders after Church on Sunday, September
7th.

Our Thanks for your help!

FIRLU HAS HEARD...

FROM THE
CHURCH
MOUSE

-that as of June 30", our general offering receipts were
$121,873. Last year they were $109,954.

--that Noisy Offering will be collected the first Sunday of
September to benefit Lutheran Disaster Response.

-that Angel Food cakes (home baked or purchased) are needed the first Sunday
of every month for Meals on Wheels. Bring your cake to the church office.
Thanks!

-that the JAVA TABLE will be open Sunday, September 14.

-that Food Bank distribution is Thursday, September 18. Assistance is needed
around 7:30 AM to help with the set-up and the need for assistance increases
at 8:00 AM to unload the truck and prepare for distribution. If you can lend a
hand on Thursday morning, your effort will be greatly appreciated.

-that Adult bible Study will resume September 29. We will be studying women
of the Bible this year.

-that the deadline for the September newsletter is Thursday, September 18.
Please be prompt. You may submit your articles to office@felchurch.org.

See you at worship,
FIRLU

Financial Update
Through July 2025
Giving

2025 2024 Budget
$ 138,183 $ 127,965 $ 143,500
Expense
2025 2024 Budget
$244,258 $240,739 $ 272,560
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Serving At Worship In September 20235

L e [ |

8:15 Nathaniel

Molly Boggs Rachel Boggs Colton Boggs

Acolyte Boggs
10:45
Owen Lenhart
Acolyte
8:15
Liz Rowe Bill Pfeifer Mark Barnhart Kim Woodley
Lector
10:45
Malcolm Sias  Megan Zobb J(Iaanne Bob Errett
Lector Christensen
8:15
Worship Kim Woodley Kim Woodley
Assistant
10:45
Worshi Tawnya Rebecca Dianna Rebecca
P Combs Brunetta Marusko Brunetta

Assistant

Altar7Guild for September includes Roberta Laciak
and Joan Orr.
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vl“‘ RALLY DAY PLANNED FOR SUNDAY,
°  AS SEPTEMBER 7

~ On September 7 we will kick off another year of
Christian learning and mission with a Rally Day. Sunday

Church School resumes from 9:30 to 10:30 AM with classes
for all ages.

Immediately following the 10:45 AM service, we will gather
in the Fellowship Hall for a lunch. The menu includes:

Chicken Salad Croissant / hot dogs
Chips / pickles
Ice Cream Sundae Bar
Lemonade / Coffee / Tea

Reservation forms for the lunch are included in the church
bulletin, use the form below or you may call the church
office. Reservations are requested by September 2, 2025

All are welcome! Make sure to mark your calendar to kick off
this year of learning and mission!

Name _ _ e e _—

Number attending _____ S

A donation to defray expenses may be given if you so desire.
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MATCHING GIFT PROGRAM 2025

First Lutheran has sponsored a Matching Gifts program since 2002. Members
of First Lutheran are invited to make a gift to any non-profit, human service
organization whose mission is in accordance with First Lutheran’s mission, as
agreed upon by our Community Outreach Committee. Write your check out
to First Evangelical Lutheran Church and mark “Matching Funds” on the memo
line on the bottom left corner of the check. Next to “Matching Funds” write the
name of the organization(s) to whom you wish to donate matching funds
(Example: Matching Funds...Westmoreland Food Bank). Such gifts will be
matched by a First Lutheran Check and will be sent to the organization. Also,
such gifts can be made throughout the year until the total budgeted amount of
$10,000.00 is met. More details regarding the Matching Gift Program are
available from the office.

SEPTEMBER NOISY OFFERING IS FOR
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE

Lutheran Disaster Response shares God's hope, healing and renewal with people
whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around
the world. When the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide
ongoing assistance to those in need.

Lutheran Disaster Response collaborates with other disaster response
organizations and religious entities in the United States and around the world.
This enables the greatest stewardship of resources and maximum impact of
response. We are a welcome partner because we respect the perspectives and
strengths of others.

:;5..1‘{1’3} ©—J) Ruth Circle will meet Thursday, September 11 at
Ged /‘\ 7:00 PM in the church parlor. All women of the
like 7%

Rufh m congregation are invited and welcome.

NEW CHURCH CHOIR SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED

After discussions with the Worship and Music Committee, Church Choir
members, and representatives for Church Council, a decision was made
to designate the 2nd and 4th Sundays as Sundays when the Church Choir
will sing and lead worship. The 1st and 3rd Sundays will feature special
music (vocalists, instrumentals, Bell Choir, and other guest
musicians). The new schedule will begin in September and continue until
the end of the calendar year at which time an evaluation of the new
schedule will occur. As always, new choir members are needed. Even
participation once a month would be helpful. The Church Choir Sundays
will be September 14 and 28, October 12 and 26, November 9 and 23, and
December 14. Please consider singing.

HANDBELL REHEARSALS BEGIN

The Handbell Choir will resume rehearsals on Thursday, September 11 at
6:15.

Several new members are needed. If you can see two notes on the music,
hold and ring a bell (Marvin can teach you in 5 minutes). Rehearsals are
enjoyable, with laughter, stories, in a supportive setting. Please, PLEASE
consider ringing. You won’t regret it. See Marvin. He’s the senior citizen
at the organ who sometimes will play the hymns correctly!

HARVEST HOME SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19
~ The First Family will celebrate Harvest Home on Sunday,
"October 19 at both worship services. Cornstalks and
pumpkins will adorn the sanctuary and you are asked to
bring canned goods and food staples to church.

Your gifts will help in our Food Pantry with providing food to the needy
in our area. “Now thank we all our God!” Immediately following the
10:45 AM service, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for a lunch
including apple dumplings.



SUMMER FOOD DRIVE

THANK YOU to everyone who provided food and personal
care items for our summer food drive. We are seeing an
increased need for emergency food and personal care
items. Your donations are appreciated any time!

SING, BUT KEEP SINGING
(Augustine of Hippo, 4th century Bishop and Theologian)

Let us sing alleluia here on earth, while we live in anxiety, so that we
may sing it one day in heaven in full security. Can you expect me not
to feel anxious when | read: “Is not man’s life on earth a time of
trial?” Can you expect me not to feel anxious when these words ring
in my ears: “Watch and pray that you will not be put to the test?” Can
you expect me not to feel anxious when there are so many
temptations here below? Do you want me to feel secure when | am
daily asking pardon for my sins? How can all be well with people who
are crying out with me: “Deliver us from evil?” And yet, while we are
still in the midst of evil, let us sing alleluia to the good God who
delivers us from evil!

O the happiness of the heavenly alleluia, sung in security, in fear of no
adversity! We shall have no enemies in heaven, we shall never lose a
friend. God’s praises are sung both there and here, but here they are
sung by those who will die, there, by those destined to live forever;
here they are sung in hope, there, in hope’s fulfillment; here they are
sung by wayfarers; there, by those living in their heavenly home.

So, then, let us sing NOW, not in order to enjoy a life of leisure, but in
order to lighten our labors. We should sing as wayfarers do—sing but
continue your journey. Do not be lazy, but sing to make your journey
more enjoyable. What do | mean by keep going? Keep on making
progress...in virtue, true faith, and right living. SING THEN, but KEEP
GOING!

NATIVE AMERICAN “COLD WEATHER” PROJECT

This year the Christian Outreach team is hoping to send the cold
weather accessories of the Native American collection to those in need
before the snow flies in the western U.S. Our donations will be going to
Re-member, a non-profit organization with a Charity Navigator rating of
100%, serving the Lakota population living on the Pine Ridge
Reservation in South Dakota. Re-member was established in 1998 to
focus on ways to improve the lives on the reservation through various
building and growing projects, as well as gathering and distributing
goods to those in need. Considered one of the poorest areas of our
country, your donations are greatly appreciated! Collection will begin
September 1st and end September 28th, with mailing
in early October. We will be collecting new hats,
gloves and scarves as in previous years. There is also
> an urgent need for new socks and new underwear for
K-12 school age children. Your donations may be
placed on the front pews of the church or brought to
the church office.

BIBLE STUDY: The Women of the Bible

- Bible
@?1'@ STUDY You have two opportunities each month to join. We will

Join us!

"”\ gather at 1:30 PM and 6:00 PM on September 29. Hope
to see you there! Future dates are October 20,
November 10, and December 8.

THANK YOU to everyone who provided food items for our
summer food drive. We are seeing an increased need for
emergency food, and donations are appreciated at any time!




S E P TE M B E R 2 02 5 Please note that this schedule of events is subject to change.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 R laliok N 2 3 FOOD/HEART |4 5 6
4 N Noon
Labor Day
Office Closed |6:00 Executive  [6:30 Fellowship
7 8:15 Worship |8 9 10 FOOD/HEART |11 12 13
9:30 SCS Noon
10:45 Worship
RALLY DAY
NOISY OFFERING 6:15 Handbells
6:00 Council 6:00 Stewardship |7:00 Ruth Circle
14 8:15 worship |15 16 17 FOOD/HEART |18 19 20
9:30 SCS Noon FOOD BANK
10:00 Choir NEWSLETTER
10:45 Worship DEADLINE
JAVA TABLE 6:30 Finance 6:15 Handbells
21 8:15 Worship |22 23 24 FOOD/HEART |25 26 27
9:30 SCS Noon
10:45 Worship NEWSLETTER
FOLDING
6:30 Christian Ed. |6:30 Property 6:15 Handbells
28 8:15 Worship |29 30
9:30 SCS
10:00 Choir
10:45 Worship |Bible Study
1:30 & 6:00

CONTINENTAL
BREAKFAST

begins September 7.

Sign up calendar and
instructions are on the table
in the narthex. Please sign
up for a Sunday.

JAVA TABLE

The Java Table will be open
on the second Sunday of each
month between services
beginning September 14.



