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WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 
    We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing 

and life-giving grace of God. In this place we discover the truth of 

which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

 

    We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God 

for His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and hopeful 

that you will be among us when we gather again. 
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SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 

PALM SUNDAY 
April 13, 2025 

8:15 AM and 10:45AM 

 

                THE WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

 The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal 

                    preparation for the worship of God. 

    

GATHERING 

 
Prelude  
  8:15  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

(George Friedrich Kaufmann, 1679-1735) 

 10:45  “Meditation on Thee We Adore” 

        (arr. Charles Callahan) 

    Daniel Dunmire, horn 
 

Congregation please stand. 
 
The presiding minister begins (repeated one or more times): 
 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Processional Gospel 

An assisting minister or the presiding minister reads the processional 
gospel. 

 
Luke 19:28-40 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke the nineteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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28 After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 

  29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called 

the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the 

village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that 

has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, 

‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32 So those 

who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33 As they were 

untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the 

colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus; 

and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 As he 

rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was 

now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole 

multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice 

for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38 saying, 

 “Blessed is the king 

  who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Peace in heaven, 

  and glory in the highest heaven!” 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your 

disciples to stop.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 

stones would shout out.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Blessing of Palms 
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. A brief silence is kept. 

We praise you, O God, 

for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Today he entered the holy city in triumph 

and was proclaimed messiah and king 

by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
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Bless these branches and those who carry them. 

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, 

so that, joined to his death and resurrection,  

we enter into life with you; 

through the same Jesus Christ,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Procession 
The assisting minister addresses the assembly. 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
During the singing of the Hymn, those who are able may exit their pews by the 

side aisle and proceed to the rear of the sanctuary. Palms will be at the center 

doors. Please take your palm branch and then process back to your seat. 
 
 

Hymn:  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”   #344 
 

REFRAIN:  All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer king, 

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

You are the king of Israel and David’s royal Son, 

Now in the Lord’s name coming, our King and Blessed One. 

REFRAIN 
 

The company of angels are praising you on high; 

creation and all mortals in chorus make reply.  REFRAIN 
 

The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went; 

Our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present. 

REFRAIN 
 

To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise. 

To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise. REFRAIN 
 

Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring, 

great author of all goodness, O good and gracious King. REFRAIN 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

In these or similar words, the presiding minister may introduce the prayer 

of the day. 

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, 

death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 

Silence is kept. Then the presiding minister prays the prayer of the day. 

O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son you 

offer your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, 

and preserve us until the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.     

Amen. 
 

Assembly is seated 
 
 

 

WORD 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 
4 The Lord God has given me 
   the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
   the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
   wakens my ear 
   to listen as those who are taught.  
5 The Lord God has opened my ear, 
   and I was not rebellious, 
   I did not turn backwards.  
6 I gave my back to those who struck me, 
   and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
   from insult and spitting.  
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7 The Lord God helps me; 
   therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
   and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
8   he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
   Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
   Let them confront me.  
9 It is the Lord God who helps me; 
   who will declare me guilty? 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 31: 9-16 
9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble; 

 my eye is consumed with sorrow,  

 and also my throat | and my belly. 
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 

 my strength fails me because of affliction,  

 and my bones | are consumed. 
11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors,  

a dismay to | my acquaintances; 

 when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 

 I am as useless as a | broken pot. 
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 

 they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 

 I have said, "You | are my God. 
15My times are | in your hand; 

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  

 and from those who | persecute me. 
16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

 save me in your | steadfast love." 
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Second Reading:  Philippians 2:5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was 

in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 

exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore 

God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 

name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—

even death | on a cross.* Therefore God also highly exalted him and 

gave him the name that is above | ev’ry name. (Phil. 2:8-9) 
 

Gospel:  Luke 22:14--23:56 The Passion According to Luke 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke the twenty second chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

14 When the hour came, [Jesus] took his place at the table, and the apostles 

with him. 15 He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover 

with you before I suffer; 16 for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled 

in the kingdom of God.” 17 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he 

said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18 for I tell you that from 

now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 

comes.” 19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And he did the same with the cup 

after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new 

covenant in my blood. 21 But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and 
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his hand is on the table. 22 For the Son of Man is going as it has been 

determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!” 23 Then they 

began to ask one another which one of them it could be who would do this. 

  24 A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be 

regarded as the greatest. 25 But he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles 

lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called 

benefactors. 26 But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must 

become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. 27 For who is 

greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one 

at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 

  28 “You are those who have stood by me in my trials; 29 and I confer on 

you, just as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, 30 so that you may 

eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

  31 “Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like 

wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and 

you, when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 And he 

said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to 

death!” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until 

you have denied three times that you know me.” 

  35 He said to them, “When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or 

sandals, did you lack anything?” They said, “No, not a thing.” 36 He said to 

them, “But now, the one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag. 

And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. 37 For I tell 

you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, ‘And he was counted among the 

lawless’; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled.” 38 They 

said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” He replied, “It is enough.” 

  39 He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and 

the disciples followed him. 40 When he reached the place, he said to them, 

“Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” 41 Then he withdrew 

from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42 “Father, if you 

are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be 

done.” 43 ⟦Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him 

strength. 44 In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became 
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like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.⟧ 45 When he got up 

from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of 

grief, 46 and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that 

you may not come into the time of trial.” 

  47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one 

called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to 

kiss him; 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are 

betraying the Son of Man?” 49 When those who were around him saw what 

was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?” 50 Then 

one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right 

ear. 51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed 

him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, 

and the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out with swords and 

clubs as if I were a bandit? 53 When I was with you day after day in the 

temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power 

of darkness!” 

  54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high 

priest’s house. But Peter was following at a distance. 55 When they had 

kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat 

among them. 56 Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him 

and said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, 

“Woman, I do not know him.” 58 A little later someone else, on seeing him, 

said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” 59 Then 

about an hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely this man also was 

with him; for he is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what 

you are talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, the 

cock crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the 

cock crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went out and 

wept bitterly. 

  63 Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat 

him; 64 they also blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it 

that struck you?” 65 They kept heaping many other insults on him. 
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  66 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief 

priests and scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their 

council. 67 They said, “If you are the Messiah, tell us.” He replied, “If I tell 

you, you will not believe; 68 and if I question you, you will not 

answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand 

of the power of God.” 70 All of them asked, “Are you, then, the Son of 

God?” He said to them, “You say that I am.” 71 Then they said, “What 

further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own 

lips!” 
23: 1 Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before 

Pilate. 2 They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting 

our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he 

himself is the Messiah, a king.” 3 Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king 

of the Jews?” He answered, “You say so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief 

priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this 

man.” 5 But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching 

throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.” 

  6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a 

Galilean. 7 And when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he 

sent him off to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When 

Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see him for 

a long time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him 

perform some sign. 9 He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him 

no answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently 

accusing him. 11 Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt 

and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to 

Pilate. 12 That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; 

before this they had been enemies. 

  13 Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the 

people, 14 and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was 

perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence and 

have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against 

him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done 
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nothing to deserve death. 16 I will therefore have him flogged and release 

him.” 

  18 Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release 

Barabbas for us!” 19 (This was a man who had been put in prison for an 

insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) 20 Pilate, 

wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; 21 but they kept shouting, 

“Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has 

he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I will 

therefore have him flogged and then release him.” 23 But they kept urgently 

demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices 

prevailed. 24 So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be 

granted. 25 He released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in 

prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they 

wished. 

  26 As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who 

was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him 

carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great number of the people followed him, and 

among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for 

him. 28 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 

weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the days 

are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the 

wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30 Then they will 

begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover 

us.’ 31 For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it 

is dry?” 

  32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to 

death with him. 33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, 

they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his 

left. 34 ⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 

they are doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people 

stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 

others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 

one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 

wine, 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
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yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of 

the Jews.” 

  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 

saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other 

rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 

sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, 

for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 

nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 

your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me 

in Paradise.” 

  44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land 

until three in the afternoon, 45 while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of 

the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, 

“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he 

breathed his last. 47 When the centurion saw what had taken place, he 

praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” 48 And when all 

the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken 

place, they returned home, beating their breasts. 49 But all his acquaintances, 

including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a 

distance, watching these things. 

  50 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, 

though a member of the council, 51 had not agreed to their plan and action. 

He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting 

expectantly for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked 

for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, 

and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. 54 It was 

the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. 55 The women who 

had come with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how 

his body was laid. 56 Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments. 

  On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn:  “Lamb of God”     #336 

 
REFRAIN:  O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,                                                        

I love the holy Lamb of God.  

Oh, wash me in your precious blood,  

my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, but you have sent him from your side 

to walk upon this guilty sod and to become the Lamb of God. 

REFRAIN 
 

Your gift of love we crucified. We laughed and scorned him as he died. 

The humble king we named a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of God. 

REFRAIN 
 

I was so lost, I should have died, but you have brought me to your side 

to be led by your staff and rod and to be called a lamb of God. 

REFRAIN  

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED     
 

With the whole church we confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Prayers of the Church      
 To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will refresh 

our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by starting with a clean 

slate. We understand that many people will continue to need prayer 

beyond the length of one month. If you wish to continue to have someone 

listed in the bulletin for public prayer, please call the office by the last 

Wednesday of the month. 
 

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and 

all those in need. 
 

At each petition, 

God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 
 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these words. 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your 

love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 

Amen 

 

Peace 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace             

of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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THE MEAL 

 

Offerings may be placed in the plates as they are passed. You can utilize 

your regular envelopes or the gold envelopes in the pews. You can also 

utilize our new online giving tool through Tithe.ly by visiting felchurch.org 

or utilize the QR code here:  
 

Checks can also be mailed to: First Lutheran, 246 S. Main 

Street, Greensburg, PA 15601. 
 

Thank you for your generous support of First’s Ministry. 
 

(Children, please bring your offering to the front of the church 

and place it in the “Thank You Jesus” Jar.) 

 

Offertory    8:15 “Meditation on Thee We Adore” 

 (arr, Charles Callahan) 

 

   10:45 “God So Loved the World” 

(Aaron David Miller; text John 3:16-17) 

 

Offertory Response   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”          # 186
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Offertory Prayer      (in unison) 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 

you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, and our 

possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 

with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ,  

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.  

You gather your people around the tree of the cross,  

transforming death into life.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following. 

 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 
  

All baptized who wish to receive the body and blood of Jesus for the 

forgiveness of their sins and the nourishment of their lives are welcome.  

It is not necessary to be a member of First Lutheran to receive the 

sacrament.  
 

For those receiving the sacrament please note the following: 

Communion is at the rail for those who desire.  

• We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before coming 

forward for communion. 

• As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray. 

• The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.  

• We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily 

between family units. 

• For those who need gluten free or grape juice, please tell the Pastor or 

assistant during the distribution. 
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• Cups can be placed in the trays near each side aisle as you return to 

your pew. 

• For those who would like to receive communion, but are not 

comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that the 

Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you. 

 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 

 

 After all have received, 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in 

his grace. Amen.  

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion. 

 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of  

Salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your 

people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 

proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 

risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. Amen. 
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HYMN:    “Go to Dark Gethsemane”         #347 
 

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 

 your Redeemer's conflict see. Watch with him one bitter hour; 

 turn not from his griefs away; learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned; 

 oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 

 Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; learn from him to bear the cross. 
 

3 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at his feet, 

 mark that miracle of time, God's own sacrifice complete. 

 "It is finished!" hear him cry; learn from Jesus Christ to die. 
 

  4 Early hasten to the tomb, where they laid his breathless clay; 

 all is solitude and gloom. Who has taken him away? 

 Christ is ris'n! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise. 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under 

license #SB144012. 

First two readings and the Gospel Reading:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

 

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale use, 

provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and Seasons, copyright 

©2025 Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 
 

SERVING TODAY:  8:15 AM  10:45 AM 
 

ACOLYTE      Nathaniel Boggs Owen Lenhart 
 

LECTORS      Kevin Reilly  Shirley Huls 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT  Dianna Marusko Dianna Marusko  
 

ALTAR GUILD for April includes Roberta Laciak and Mary Caldwell. 

 BLESSED TO BLESS 
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PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Terry, 

Cullen, Doug, Gavin, Dennis, Cooper, Nicole, Larry, Carolyn, Dave, Jean, 

Stacey, Jen, Allan, Kim, Frank, Ethan, Rachel, Pam, Pat, Matthew, 

Alexander, Hollie, Patty, Shelly, Brody, Carolyn, Scott, Ruth, Cindy, 

Taylor, Rachel, John, Judy, John, Rachel, Sue and the family of Joanne 

Giordan. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Virginia Detore by 

Holly Rowe. 

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS given in memory of Jean Steel by Tom and 

Suzy Flory. 

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any time 

by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer cards in 

the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate.  If for whatever reason 

you do not want your name listed but would like to be on the prayer 

list, just let us know when you make your request. 

INDEPENDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM (formerly Excela Health) does 

not notify the church of member admissions. Please notify the pastor or 

call the church office if you or your loved one is hospitalized. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

NOISY OFFERING April 6th for Lutheran Summer Music was $124. 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE last Sunday morning was 87. 

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the 

Education Building, down the hall from the Library. 
 

PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION:  Pastor Chris Combs may be 

reached either by calling the church office at 724-834-1457, by email at 

PastorChris@felchurch.org or by calling or texting his cell phone at 412-

973-4179. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his cell phone. 
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST: 

Sunday – April 13 – Palm / Passion Sunday 

  8:15 – Worship 

  9:00 – Continental Breakfast 

  9:00 – Java Table 

  9:30 – Sunday School 

10:45 - Worship 

Monday – April 14 

Last day to order Easter Lilies 

Tuesday – April 15 

6:30 – Finance 

Wednesday – April 16 

12:00 – Food From the Heart 

Thursday – April 17 

7:30 – Food Bank Distribution 

6:00 – Worship – Maundy Thursday – First Communion 

7:00 – Handbell Rehearsal 

Friday – April 18 

6:00 – Worship – Good Friday 

Saturday – April 19 

10:00 – Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday – April 20 - Easter 

  8:15 – Worship 

10:45 - Worship 
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EASTER EGG HUNT 

HOLY SATURDAY 

April 19, 2025 10:00 AM 
  

All children ages 12 and under are invited to come and hunt for     

Easter eggs at First Lutheran Church.  Friends are invited to join 

you as well.  Please call the church office at 724-834-1457 to register 

for the hunt. 

Please indicate if your child has any food restrictions or allergies. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED to Lenten Thursday Worship & Luncheon at 

Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 140 S. Pennsylvania Avenue. 

Services begin at 12:05 PM 

Lunch is served following the service at 12:30 PM 

April 10 Preaching:  The Rev. Brian Chaffee 

Lunch:  Soup & Salad Bar 

Suggested Lunch Donation—$5.00 
 

 

SWPA WOMEN of the ELCA CLUSTERS 3 and 4 SPRING 

MEETING  May 3, 2025 at St. Paul’s Highfield Lutheran Church, 1595 

Dime Rd., Vandergrift, PA 15690. Registration and refreshments at 8:45 

AM; Worship at 9:30 AM and lunch at Noon (luncheon fee is $10.00). 

Here is a chance to learn about gardening, have fellowship with your 

sisters in Christ, share outreach ideas and lunch. Please phone Mary Jane 

Ramer at 724-568-2530 by April 19, 2025 to register so they know how 

many to prepare for. 
 

Saved by Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit 

we share God’s love, through word and deed, 

in service to all of God’s Children. 
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2025 LENTEN 

CONGREGATIONAL PROJECT 

The Lenten Project this year, a clothes collection for 

The Community Closet at The Free Methodist 

Church, will be a great opportunity to help our 

neighbors and clean out our closets! All clean, gently worn clothing will 

be accepted starting Ash Wednesday, March 5, 2025. There will be boxes 

available in the Fellowship Hall. 

All clothing will be accepted, however there is a particular need for boys 

clothing sizes 18 months to a men’s small. Also accepted are gently used 

backpacks and duffel bags. Many of the clients of The Community Closet 

are displaced children to whom small stuffed animals, coloring books and 

small boxes of crayons are provided. If you have no clothing at this time, 

perhaps you would be interested in purchasing some of these items. 

The Community Closet was conceived of 10 years ago when a need for 

free clothing for people in the Greensburg area was identified. Kathy 

Statler, a member of The Free Methodist Church, spearheaded the project 

and has watched the need grow steadily. The Closet is now associated with 

14 agencies that assist families and children in crisis. Some of these are 

Allied Family Solutions, The Children’s Institute, Embrace Grace, Glade 

Run Lutheran Services, The Westmoreland Children’s Bureau, and 

Westmoreland Case Management. 

Volunteer opportunities will also occur when the collection is complete to 

separate the items by gender and size. If interested in helping, please 

contact Joanie Knobloch or Bobbie Laciak.  

Thank you in advance for your kindness during this Lenten season and 

happy cleaning! 
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         ORDER LILIES FOR EASTER 

Lilies will again decorate our church on Easter Sunday. 

You are invited to purchase a plant at a cost of $15.00 and 

“lend” it to the parish. Plants that are purchased may be 

removed from the church following the 10:45 AM Easter 

Sunday Service. Any lilies that are not removed by the 

Wednesday following Easter will be given to our Food from the Heart 

guests.   Your purchase may be made “in memory of” or “in honor of” 

the person(s) of your choosing. Please indicate your preference and 

return this form with your payment.  

All orders are due by Monday, April 14. 

 

 In honor of __________________________________________ 

By _________________________________________________ 

and/or 

In memory of ________________________________________ 

By _________________________________________________ 

  

Amount enclosed $ _____________ 

 

  

 

“Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy 
are they that take refuge in him" 

Psalm 34:8 
    


