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WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday Church School 9:30 A.M.

SCS does not meet in June, July or August

Sunday Worship 8:15 A.M. & 10:45 A.M.
Summer Schedule 9:30 A.M.

Elevator and Hearing Assistance Available
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
GREENSBURG, PA

PHONE 724-834-1457
FAX 724-834-1469

office@felchurch.org
October 2025

Fastor’s Notc

A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; [...] God’s
Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes who fear it; for God himself
fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. Were they to take our
house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day. The kingdom’s ours forever!

(ELW 504)
Dear Friends in Christ,

It’s October and although it comes at the very end of the month, this is
the month that we celebrate the Reformation. As | looked back through
my notes, | recognized that | had not written you a note related to the
Reformation (at least not directly).

One of the things that comes to mind for most Lutherans when we think
about the Reformation is Luther’s famous hymn, A Mighty Fortress Is Our
God. This reimagining of Psalm 46 has often been referred to as “the
battle hymn” of the reformation. It brings about images of battle and is
actually connected to battles fought in the 17" century. There seems to
be a place for that, given the messiness of the world we live in, but this
hymn also reminds us of the spiritual side of life.

Luther was troubled by his sin for many years. Through his study of
scripture he found peace, particularly in the words of St. Paul, who said
in his letter to the Romans, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus” (3:23-24). As St. Paul worked through this idea of
(Continued on Page 2)



Fastor’s Notc (Continued from Page 1)

Justification by Grace, through Faith, he would later say, “Therefore,
since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in
which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of
God.” (5:1-2)

In the turmoil of the world, that image of a mighty fortress sounds
comforting. It offers protection and safety, giving peace of mind. It
isn’t a physical fortress for us though. We don’t hide from the world
locked up in the castle. Instead, we recognize that God’s Word will
always be with us. Christ, the Word made flesh, came to us so that we
might find peace, trusting that He has won the fight for us already.
Secure in that salvation we then live in this troubled world, proclaiming
the Good News that brings us peace.

As we move through the month of October, approaching our celebration
of the Reformation, may you be at peace trusting that God’s Word
forever shall abide. Through Christ, we are part of the kingdom forever.

Togcthcrin C}'nrist,
Fastor Chn’s

"And God is faithful, he will not
let you be tempted beyond
what you can bear."

1 Corinthians 10:13

FIRLU HAS HEARD...

FROM THE
CHURCH
MOUSE

-that as of August 30", our general offering receipts were
$134,405. Last year they were $121,823.

--that Noisy Offering will be collected the first Sunday of
October to benefit Lutheran Disaster Response.

-that Angel Food cakes (home baked or purchased) are needed the first Sunday
of every month for Meals on Wheels. Bring your cake to the church office.
Thanks!

-that the JAVA TABLE will be open Sunday, October 12.

-that Food Bank distribution is Thursday, October 16. Assistance is needed
around 7:30 AM to help with the set-up and the need for assistance increases
at 8:00 AM to unload the truck and prepare for distribution. If you can lend a
hand on Thursday morning, your effort will be greatly appreciated.

-that Adult Bible Study will be October 20. We are studying women of the Bible
this year.

-that the deadline for the November newsletter is Monday, October 20.
Please be prompt. You may submit your articles to office@felchurch.org.

See you at worship,
FIRLU

Financial Update

Through August 2025
Giving
2025 2024 Budget
$ 151,183 $ 140,490 $ 164,001
Expense
2025 2024 Budget

$288,919 $277,058 $311,498
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Serving At Worship In October 20235

- 10/5 10/12 10/19 10/26

8:15 Nathaniel

HARVEST HOME SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19

First Family will celebrate Harvest Home on Sunday,
October 19 at both worship services. Cornstalks and
pumpkins will adorn the sanctuary and you are asked to
Noah Boggs Molly Boggs Rachel Boggs bring canned goods and food staples to church. Your gifts will help in

Acol Boggs . . . “
colyte our Food Pantry with providing food to the needy in our area. “Now
”'
10:45 thank we all our God™!
Acolyte Owen Lenhart Immediately following the 10:45 AM service, we will gather in the
Fellowship Hall for a lunch. The menu includes:
8:15 Slider Sandwiches, Chips, Apple Dumplings / Ice Cream
Sue Boggs Kevin Reilly Bill Pfeifer Liz Rowe P PP plings /
Lector Lemonade/Coffee/Tea
10:45 : Reservation forms for the lunch are included in the church bulletin, use
: : Sunshine Tawnya Rebecca . .
Jean Miller . the form below or you may call the church office. Reservations are
Lector Keiser Combs Brunetta
requested by Monday, October 13, 2025. All are welcome!
8:15
Klm WOOC”ey Klm WOOC”ey B S R e S S L e S e R R i e L b e R T
Worship
Name
Tawnya Rebecca Tawnya Rebecca
Combs Brunetta Combs Brunetta

Number Attending:

: A donation to defray expenses may be given if you so desire.
Atar7Guild for September includes Kim Woodley and

Tawnya Combs.
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MATCHING GIFT PROGRAM 2025

First Lutheran has sponsored a Matching Gifts program since 2002.
Members of First Lutheran are invited to make a gift to any
non-profit, human service organization whose mission is in
accordance with First Lutheran’s mission, as agreed upon by our
Community Outreach Committee. Write your check out to First
Evangelical Lutheran Church and mark “Matching Funds” on the
memo line on the bottom left corner of the check. Next to
“Matching Funds” write the name of the organization(s) to whom
you wish to donate matching funds (Example: Matching Funds...
Westmoreland Food Bank). Such gifts will be matched by a First
Lutheran Check and will be sent to the organization. Also, such
gifts can be made throughout the year until the total budgeted
amount of $10,000.00 is met. More details regarding the Matching
Gift Program are available from the office.

OCTOBER NOISY OFFERING IS FOR
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE

Lutheran Disaster Response shares God's hope, healing and renewal
with people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the
United States and around the world. When the dust settles and the
headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in
need.

Lutheran Disaster Response collaborates with other disaster
response organizations and religious entities in the United States
and around the world. This enables the greatest stewardship of
resources and maximum impact of response. We are a welcome
partner because we respect the perspectives and strengths of

others.
4

RECYCLING CHALLENGE

Christian Outreach will be participating in the NexTrex recycling
Challenge. Over the next twelve months we hope to collect 1000
pounds of plastic bags. This plastic will be recycled into decking boards
and park benches. There will be collection bins located in the church for
you to deposit your bags.

We need volunteers to help with packing and delivery of the plastic bags
to Westmoreland Cleanways & Recycling. Please let the office know if
you will volunteer to package and/or deliver the bags.

All plastic must be clean, dry, and free of food residue.

Examples of what can be recycled:

You are invited to attend FIRST THURSDAY WORSHIP &
LUNCH at Zion’s Lutheran Church Thursday, October 2, 2025.

Services begin at 12:05 PM and lunch is served following the
service at 12:30 PM. Suggested lunch donation - $5.00.




2025 Stewardship Campaign

INSPIKED BY
FALTY L “Stewardship is the fabric to

€ what we do for God.”
Kttty 01
= o

Yes, it’s that time of year once again.

GUIDED BY LOVE  On October 5" we will be starting our

FOK GENERATIONS  annual Stewardship campaign for First

Lutheran: “Inspired by Faith, Guided by love

for Generations”. First Lutheran has been in

our lives for many generations before and

will be for many more after with your commitment to “time,
talent and treasure.”

Letters will be sent to members with enclosed commitment cards
to be returned to the church on or before Commitment Sunday,
October 19.

Another important aspect of Stewardship is to give of your time
and talent where you can. On Sunday, October 5" we will be
having a Stewardship of Time and Talent fair in the Fellowship
Hall between services. Please come and check out each team
(committee) table to see what they are all about. Time and
Talent booklets will also be available at each table and at the
back of the Sanctuary for you to take, read about, and see where
you might find where your talents may be used.

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another
with whatever gift each of you has received. 1Peter 4:10

BIBLE STUDY: The Women of the Bible

Bible You have two opportunities each month to join.
&5 STUDY . _ _
ﬂ@ We will gather at 1:30 PM and 6:00 PM on
>0,

CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS, NOVEMBER 2 AND 16

Brief congregational meetings will precede worship services
on November 2 and 16 for the purpose of nominating and
electing congregation council members.

On November 2, nominations will be received. Balloting
and/or elections will follow two weeks later at the Sunday,
November 16 meeting.

T will 4 Ruth Circle will meet Thursday, October 9 at 7:00
{ PM in the church parlor. Women of the
congregation, please join us for an evening of
m  fellowship.




OCTOB E R 2 02 5 Please note that this schedule of events is subject to change.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 FOOD/HEART |2 3 4
Noon
6:30 Fellowship 6:15 Handbells
5 8:15 Worship |6 7 8 FOOD/HEART |9 10 11
9:30 SCS Noon
10:45 Worship
NOISY OFFERING 6:15 Handbells
6:00 Executive 6:00 Stewardship |7:00 Ruth Circle
12 8:15 worship |13 14 15 FOOD/HEART |16 17 18
9:30 SCS Noon FOOD BANK
10:00 Choir
10:45 Worship
JAVA TABLE 6:00 Council 6:15 Handbells
19 8:15 wWorship |20 21 22 FOOD/HEART |23 24 25
9:30 SCS NEWSLETTER Noon
10:45 Worship DEADLINE
Bible Study
1:30 & 6:00 6:30 Finance 6:15 Handbells
26 8:15 Worship |27 28 29 30 31
9:30 SCS NEWSLETTER

10:45 Worship

6:30 Christian Ed.

6:30 Property

6:15 Handbells

6

CONTINENTAL
BREAKFAST

Every Sunday
between services.
Sign up calendar and
instructions are on the table
in the narthex. Please sign
up for a Sunday.

JAVA TABLE

The Java Table will be open
on the second Sunday of each
month between services.



