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WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday Church School 9:30 A.M.

SCS does not meet in June, July or August

Sunday Worship 8:15 A.M. & 10:45 A.M.
Summer Schedule 9:30 A.M.

Elevator and Hearing Assistance Available
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
GREENSBURG, PA

PHONE 724-834-1457
FAX 724-834-1469

office@felchurch.org
November 2025

Al REMEMBERING THE SAINTS ON
Saints NOVEMBER 2

A R":‘Day

We give thanks to God for all those who have passed on in faith and
those who have been baptized into the faith this past year.

Those Who Have Passed Baptized
Pamela Parker Elaine Ceilidh Reilly
Margaret Rhome Mac Alexander Manley

Camden Allen Kenderdine



Fastor’ s Notc

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, all things
wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.

God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell how great is
God Almighty, who has made all things well.
(WOV 767)

Dear Friends in Christ,

It’s November, the month where we celebrate the Saints and the month
we give thanks. As | look around our world today, | wonder with all the
division, frustration, and unfortunately hatred that seems to show up in
our news feeds all too often.... | wonder how you are doing? | hope you
are able to step back from the challenges and find hope, seeing God in
your midst.

| often find that our hymns give us perspective, reminding us of the
Good News we find in scripture. In many cases our hymns make those
truths a bit more accessible. | think All Things Bright and Beautiful,
referenced above, is a good example. Cecil Frances Alexander gives us a
great reminder that if we take a step back we can see God all around us,
because God has made all things, those things bright and beautiful and
creatures great and small.

Alexander offers a variety of reminders through the verses of this hymn
of all sorts of places and creatures that remind us of God’s love and
creative power. What a gift God has given us, that we can recognize that
God is great and has given us the opportunity to share the Good News
that God has made all things well.

This is just one of many things that | am thankful for. | give thanks for
all of you, united together in the Communion of Saints and | pray that
you recognize an abundance of things you are thankful for, all of them
coming from God.

Togcthcr in Christ,
Pastor Chris

FIRLU HAS HEARD...

FROM THE
CHURCH
MOUSE

-that as of September 30", our general offering receipts were
$147,720. Last year they were $134,982.

--that Noisy Offering will be collected the first Sunday of
November to benefit Welcome Home Shelter.

-that Angel Food cakes (home baked or purchased) are needed the first Sunday
of every month for Meals on Wheels. Bring your cake to the church office.
Thanks!

-that the JAVA TABLE will be open Sunday, November 9.

-that Food Bank distribution is Thursday, November 20. Assistance is needed
around 7:30 AM to help with the set-up and the need for assistance increases
at 8:00 AM to unload the truck and prepare for distribution. If you can lend a
hand on Thursday morning, your effort will be greatly appreciated.

-that Adult Bible Study will be November 10. We are studying women of the
Bible this year.

that there is NO Food from the Heart November 26.

-that the deadline for the December newsletter is Monday, November 17.
Please be prompt. You may submit your articles to office@felchurch.org.

See you at worship,

Financial Update FIRLU
Through September 2025
Giving
2025 2024 Budget
$ 165,986 $ 154,591 $ 184,500
Expense
2025 2024 Budget

$317,435 $311,809 $ 350,435
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Serving At Worship In November 20235

- 11/2 11/9 11/16 11/23 11/30

8:15 Colton Nathaniel Noah Molly Rachel
Acolyte Boggs Boggs Boggs Boggs Boggs

Acolyte Lenhal’t

Mark Kim

Barnhart Woodley Sue Boggs Kevin Reilly  Liz Rowe

10:45 Dianna Malcolm Megan
Lector Dan Krack Marusko Joan Orr Sias Zobb
815 Kim Kim
Worship Woodley Woodley
10:45
. Dianna Tawnya Tawnya Dianna Rebecca
WOIELES  Marusko Combs Combs Marusko Brunetta

Assistant

Altar7Guild for November includes Kim Woodley and

Shirley Huls.

ALTAR FLOWERS are needed for November
: Alt@r 16 and 30. Contact the church office if you
Flowel‘SWOUId like to provide altar flowers for
= either of these dates. Costis $50.00.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS, NOVEMBER 2 AND 16

Brief congregational meetings will precede worship services
on November 2 and 16 for the purpose of nominating and

electing congregation council members.

On November 2, nominations will be received. Balloting
and/or elections will follow two weeks later at the Sunday,
November 16 meeting.

Bible  BIBLE STUDY: The Women of the Bible
in us!

Jom\us You have two opportunities each month to join.
We will gather at 1:30 PM and 6:00 PM on
November 10. Hope to see you there! Bible

Study will continue on December 8.

"T am with you always,

to the end of age."
Matthew 28:20




GREENSBURG HOLIDAY PARADE
NOVEMBER 22, 5:00 PM

Once again we will be serving hot dogs and hot
chocolate at the Holiday Parade on Saturday,
November 22.

This is a great opportunity to show Christian welcome and kindness to
those in our community. Everyone is invited to help proclaim the Good
News to the community, simply by serving hot dogs and hot chocolate.
If you are able to lend a hand, please meet in the Fellowship Hall at 3:00
PM as we get things ready.

ANGEL TREE 2025

It is that time of the year to donate for the Angel Tree!

We will be accepting gift cards for the children of our Food
Bank families. Angels will be available the first Sunday of
Advent, November 30.

Donations of $25 dollar gift cards for Target or Walmart will be
accepted until Sunday, December 14, 2025.

Our Sunday School students will be making the Angels again this year.

Please choose an angel from the Christmas Tree and attach the gift
card to the angel and place it in the offering plate or bring to the church
office. If you would like to keep the angel, place the gift card in an
envelope, write “ANGEL TREE” on the outside of the envelope and place
it in the offering plates or drop off in the church office. Thank you!

RECYCLING CHALLENGE

Christian Outreach will be participating in the NexTrex recycling
Challenge. Over the next twelve months we hope to collect 1000
pounds of plastic bags. This plastic will be recycled into decking boards
and park benches. There will be collection bins located in the church for
you to deposit your bags.

We need volunteers to help with packing and delivery of the plastic bags
to Westmoreland Cleanways & Recycling. Please let the office know if
you will volunteer to package and/or deliver the bags.

All plastic must be clean, dry, and free of food residue.

Examples of what can be recycled:

You are invited to attend FIRST THURSDAY WORSHIP &
LUNCH at Zion’s Lutheran Church Thursday, November 6,

2025. Services begin at 12:05 PM and lunch is served following
the service at 12:30 PM. Suggested lunch donation - $5.00.




KNOWING GOD THROUGH OTHER PEOPLE

When | reflect on God’s love, | think of my parents’ warm hugs or my
husband’s unwavering support. When | imagine God’s goodness, | see
members of my congregation showing up (before we could ask) with
groceries and helping hands when my newborn son was hospitalized.
When | think of God’s welcome, | recall my nana putting enough
delicious food on the table to feed an army so that everyone would
have their fill. When | think of God’s grace, | recall how many times
people had given generously an unexpectedly to us when we needed it
most.

| cannot know God outside of God’s people. It’s an ancient truth, but
one so easily forgotten. We like to privatize our relationship with God
and pretend it is “me and Jesus.” But it can never be. For better or
worse, what we know about God is immeasurably influenced by those
in our lives. If a person has never—not once—known a relationship
where she was valued and loved unconditionally, why would she
believe that God feels that way about her?

This was excerpted from Daily Grace, a daily devotional prepared by Women of the
ELCA. Used with permission. Learn more about Daily Grace at welca.org/dailygrace.

SEPTEMBER PERFECT ATTENDANCE

Kindergarten Kacie Colonna

First Grade Lincoln Boggs and Kinsley Colonna
Third Grade Wyatt Boggs

Fourth Grade Makenzie Jefferson

Sixth Grade Nathaniel Boggs
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POINSETTIAS

Poinsettias will again decorate our church on
Christmas Eve. You are invited to purchase a plant
at a cost of $11.00 and “lend” it to the parish. Plants
that are purchased may be removed from the church
following the 8:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service.

Your purchase may be made “in memory of” or “in honor of” the person(s)
of your choosing. Please indicate your preference and return this form with
your payment. We must have your order by Monday, December 15.
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POINSETTIA ORDER FORM:

In honor of

By

And/or

In Memory of

By

Amount enclosed §



https://welca.org/dailygrace

First Lutheran will again participate in Operation
(‘ Reindeer. Your gifts should be new, unboxed and
unwrapped. Please bring them to the church
office by Monday, December 8. Thank you!

OPERATION REINDEER GIFT SUGGESTIONS

Operation Reindeer is Mental Health of America’s annual drive to
provide Christmas gifts for Westmoreland County residents at Torrance
State Hospital, a long term facility for psychiatric patients. These items
make being away from family at Christmastime easier for patients who

struggle with mental illnesses.

Please, no items with glass, belts, razors or other safety hazards!

Clothing

New Men’s size XL or larger Women'’s size L or larger
(XXL and larger and 1X and larger sizes are greatly needed)
Sweat shirts & pants, tops, tee shirts, pants or jeans
Bathrobes (no belts), jackets, coats, outerwear,
Socks, mittens, gloves, hats, ear muffs
Sweaters, undergarments, pajamas

Toiletries

Shampoo/conditioner, soap, body wash,
Brushes, pony tail holders,
Hand/body lotion, shaving gel/creams,
Lipstick, gloss, powder, eye shadow, mascara, lip balm, blush.

NOVEMBER NOISY OFFERING IS FOR
WELCOME HOME

Welcome Home is a temporary emergency shelter located in the heart of
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. We offer a clean, safe place to stay
for families and single women experiencing homelessness.

Welcome Home offers 30-60 days of emergency shelter and provides
temporary respite for homeless families and single women. Located in
downtown Greensburg, Welcome Home can accommodate four families
and ten single women at any time. In addition to providing basic needs,
Welcome Home also offers life skills classes from other community
providers on various topics like cooking skills, budgeting and home
management.

The shelter is staffed 24 hours a day, and offers case management
services to our guests Monday through Friday. In addition, we also offer
on-site behavioral health counseling services for all interested
individuals. While we offer house food for individuals without the ability
to acquire their own, individuals that are able through SNAP and
Foodbank assistance are encouraged to secure their own food and
prepare their own meals on-site.

Each year Welcome Home assists an average of 250 women, children
and men who find themselves homeless in Westmoreland
County. Annually we provide approximately 7,000 shelter nights
annually.
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MATCHING GIFT PROGRAM 2025

First Lutheran has sponsored a Matching Gifts program since 2002.
Members of First Lutheran are invited to make a gift to any
non-profit, human service organization whose mission is in
accordance with First Lutheran’s mission, as agreed upon by our
Community Outreach Committee. Write your check out to First
Evangelical Lutheran Church and mark “Matching Funds” on the
memo line on the bottom left corner of the check. Next to
“Matching Funds” write the name of the organization(s) to whom
you wish to donate matching funds (Example: Matching Funds...
Westmoreland Food Bank). Such gifts will be matched by a First
Lutheran Check and will be sent to the organization. Also, such
gifts can be made throughout the year until the total budgeted
amount of $10,000.00 is met. More details regarding the Matching
Gift Program are available from the office.

The Christian Outreach Team would like once again to thank
the congregation for their generosity. Your kind response to
the request for necessities for the Native Americans on the
Pine Ridge Reservation filled three large boxes which were sent
to them October 8. The giving spirit of this congregation is
amazing!

) Ruth Circle will meet Thursday, November 13 at
/j\ 7:00 PM in the church parlor. We invite all women
% | of the congregation. Please join us for an evening of

m= fellowship and always delicious dessert.

I will
Follow
Ged
like
Rutl

.
)
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OPERATION REINDEER GIFT SUGGESTIONS continued:

Miscellaneous

Craft kits, puzzle books,
CDs/DVDs Games, activity books, handheld games,
CDs/DVDs, Batteries (especially AA),

Wallets, watches Portable CD players, radios,
Sports memorabilia (especially Pittsburgh teams),
Writing paper, stationary items especially with stamps,
Diabetic or sugarless items,

Gently used luggage.

CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE

December 24

A; Christmas

»a{aé Eve

52 8:00 PM Traditional Candlelight
oy Communion Service

4:00 PM Candlelight Communion Service



N O VE M B E R 2 02 5 Please note that this schedule of events is subject to change.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 SC.op..
Sy
\ z J")(( © ‘(
2 8:15 Worship |3 4 5 FOOD/HEART |6 7 8
9:30 SCS Noon
10:45 Worship
NOISY OFFERING
ALL SAINTS 6:00 Executive 6:30 Ch. Outreach |6:15 Handbells
9 8:15worship |10 11 12 FOOD/HEART |13 14 15
9:30 SCS Noon
10:00 Choir
10:45 Worship |giple Stud 6:15 Handbells
y ) )
JAVATABLE  11.30 & 6:00 6:00 Council 6:00 Stewardship |/-00 Ruth Circle
16 8:15 Worship |17 18 19 FOOD/HEART |20 21 22
9:30 SCS NEWSLETTER Noon
10:45 Worship DEADLINE FOOD BANK
6:30 Finance 6:15 Handbells
23 8:15 Worship 24 25 26 27 Office Closed |28 29
9:30 SCS NEWSLETTER I ; -
10:00 Choir COLDING Office Closed

10:45 Worship
CHRIST THE KING

6:30 Christian Ed.

6:30 Property

30 8:15 Worship
9:30 SCS

10:45 Worship
ADVENT 1

FALL BACK!

Remember to turn your
clocks back
November 2.

Standard Time begins.

| CONTINENTAL
)24, BREAKFAST
Every Sunday

between services.

Sign up calendar and

instructions are on the table

in the narthex. Please sign
up for a Sunday.
JAVA TABLE

[

>

CEDM The Java Table will be

open on the second

Sunday of each month
between services.



