FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
246 South Malin Street

Greensburg, Pennsylvania
724-834-1457

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

office@felchurch.org

Chris Combs Pastor
Marvin J. Huls Director of Music

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing and
life-giving grace of God. In this place we discover the truth of
which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17).

We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God for
His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and hopeful
that you will be among us when we gather again.
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THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 8, 2024
8:15 AM and 10:45 AM

THE WORSHIP SERVICE

The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal
preparation for the worship of God.

GATHERING

Prelude “Trumpet Tune”
(Henry Purcell, 1659-1695)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the -+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of
preparation.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,

and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

HYMN “We Come to You for Healing, Lord” #617

1 We come to you for healing, Lord,
of body, mind, and soul,
and pray that by your Spirit's touch
we may again be whole.

2 Asonce you walked through ancient streets
and reached toward those in pain,
come, risen Christ, among us still
with pow'r to heal again.
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3  You touch us through physicians' skills,
through nurses’ gifts of care,
and through the love of faithful friends
who lift our lives in prayer.

4 When nights are long with wakefulness,
through days when strength runs low,
grant us your gift of patience, Lord,
your calming peace to know.

5 We come to you, O loving Lord,
In our distress and pain,
in trust that through our nights and days
your grace will heal, sustain.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you,

This Is the Feast

Refrain
Assisting minister
_Qﬁ F P P 1. T Te o | 4 1 —y
* w =4
~y | ! i 2 | 7 p B Ir/ —
This is the fcast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - Iu - ia.
; All
A4 I I T \[ I I I | I
|§9J 2 | j i {P’ S —— & Ir" [ — —
I Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
D 4 | | | |
A — e | s e e ! j ——— —— —
‘sj) - £F & | ‘d‘ al P 7 - ry 7 | | I | %
free to be peo-ple of God. Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and
0 4 . i |
e Ry G s - e ! | —— T
D —— — B e J—
strength, and hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.




Refrain

i . S s ‘ T —
ﬁ#ﬁ——pf d—a | o o ® e e e B e T e 4
~ | — ! ) @ 1 ° | €
This 1s the least of vic-to-ry lor our God. Al-le - lu - 1a.
D4 . — i i —
£ 11;1 \I | { II I 2 | 0'- !I IF”. |
EJ \__/L‘ o » 1 l
2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
n “ } }
G d J 1T 44 T e J 11 + 1p & 4
A e — =
5 oz Z g e
hymn of all crc - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
_9_” e e B S s : —— : X
7 =t =
might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
Final refrain
ﬁ#:ﬁ_—'ﬂ | e 1 |
| o= R R e | | D R ]
\J_II I I I I 7 d_d_ I [#)
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
e e e e e T S e e e
eRESS SesS Sees ===
has be - gun his reign. Al - le - Ju-ia. Al-le - lu - ia.

Prayer of the Day
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into
health and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence,
and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole
world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.




WORD
First Reading Isaiah 35:4-7a

“Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;
°then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
“2the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!
Psalm 146 (Read Responsively)
'Hal- !'lelujah!

Praise the Lord, | O my soul!
2] will praise the Lord as long ' as I live;
| will sing praises to my God while I | have my being.
3Put not your ! trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there !'is no help.
“When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
and in that day ! their thoughts perish.
SHappy are they who have the God of Jacob ! for their help,
whose hope is in the | Lord their God;
Swho made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that ! is in them;
who keeps promis- ! es forever;
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"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to ! those
who hunger.
The Lord sets the | captive free.
5The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those
who ! are bowed down;
the Lord ! loves the righteous.
°The Lord cares ! for the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way ! of
the wicked.
19The Lord shall ' reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. ! Hallelujah!

Second Reading: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold
rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person
in dirty clothes also comes in, *and if you take notice of the one
wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to
the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” *have
you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with
evil thoughts? °Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God
chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the
kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? ®But you have
dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they
who drag you into court? ‘Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent
name that was invoked over you?

8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the
scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” °But if you show
partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. 1°For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point
has become accountable for all of it. [*!For the one who said, “You
shall not commit adultery,” also said, “’You shall not murder.” Now if
you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a
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transgressor of the law. 1?So speak and so act as those who are to be
judged by the law of liberty. 3For judgment will be without mercy to
anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.]

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith
but do not have works? Can faith save you? °If a brother or sister is
naked and lacks daily food, *°and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their
bodily needs, what is the good of that? 'So faith by itself, if it has no
works, Is dead.

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say,
Rejoice. Alleluia.

Gospel Mark 7:24-37

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the seventh chapter.
R/ Glory to you, O Lord.

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a
house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not
escape notice,but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his
feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She
begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 2’"He said to her,
“Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.” ®But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs
under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” *°Then he said to her, “For
saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” *°So she
went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
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31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of
Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. **They
brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and
they begged him to lay his hand on him. **He took him aside in private,
away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and
touched his tongue. **Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to
him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” **And immediately his ears
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. **Then
Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the
more zealously they proclaimed it. 3’ They were astounded beyond
measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf
to hear and the mute to speak.”

P/The Gospel of the Lord. R/ Praise to you, O Christ.

Youth Sermon

Sermon

HYMN “She Came To Jesus”
(Tune #793 Be Thou My Vision)
Text by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

1. She came to Jesus from outside the fold. Canaanite woman,
persistent and bold. Looking to Jesus, she wanted to see one
who would help her and set her child free.

2. Claiming a blessing, a touch of God’s grace, she knew God’s
love was not bounded by place. Jesus, you listened, debated,
then healed, for in her asking, her faith was revealed.

3. God, you still bless those who seek you in prayer. You
welcome dreamers who faithfully dare. In Christ, now risen,
your mercy extends: Those on the outside are welcomed as
friends.
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APOSTLES’ Creed
With the whole church we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church

To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will refresh
our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by starting with a
clean slate. We understand that many people will continue to need prayer
beyond the length of one month. If you wish to continue to have someone
listed in the bulletin for public prayer, please call the office by the last
Wednesday of the month.

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence
for the church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.
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At each petition,
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these words.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of
your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

The Peace

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of
the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you,

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace and may
say Peace be with you or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

THE MEAL

Offerings may be placed in the plates as they are passed. You can utilize
your regular envelopes or the gold envelopes in the pews. You can also
utilize our new online giving tool through Tithe.ly by visiting
felchurch.org or utilize the QR code here:

Checks can also be mailed to: First Lutheran, 246 S. Main
Street, Greensburg, PA 15601.

Thank you for your generous support of First’s Ministry.

(Children, please bring your offering to the front of the church
and place it in the “Thank You Jesus” Jar.)

Offertory
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Offertory Response:
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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Offertory Prayer  (in unison)

Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we
may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come,
taste, and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION

All baptized who wish to receive the body and blood of Jesus for the
forgiveness of their sins and the nourishment of their lives are welcome.
It is not necessary to be a member of First Lutheran to receive the
sacrament.

For those receiving the sacrament please note the following:
Communion is at the rail for those who desire.

We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before
coming forward for communion.

As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray.
The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.

We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily
between family units.

For those who need gluten free or grape juice, please tell the Pastor
or assistant during the distribution.

Cups can be placed in the trays near each side aisle as you return to
your pew.

For those who would like to receive communion, but are not
comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that the
Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you.

The assembly may be seated.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond Amen.
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After all have received,

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of
Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to
proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God bhlesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.
Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Hymn “God, Whose Almighty Word” #673

1 God, whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard
and took their flight:
hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.
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2 Christ, who once came to bring,
on your redeeming wing,
healing and sight;
health to the troubled mind,
sight where illusions blind;
oh, now to humankind
let there be light.

3 Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving, holy dove,
speed forth your flight;
move on the water's face
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth's darkest place
let there be light.

4 Holy and blessed three,
glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might:
boundless as ocean's tide,
rolling in fullest pride,
through the earth, far and wide,
let there be light.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg
Fortress under license #SB144012.

First 2 readings and the Gospel Reading: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale
use, provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and
Seasons, copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress.
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| BLESSED TO BLESS 1

SERVING TODAY:

LECTORS are Kim Woodley and Joan Orr.
WORSHIP ASSISTANT is Tawnya Combs.

SERVING IN SEPTEMBER:
ALTAR GUILD for September includes Roberta Laciak and Joan Orr.

PRAYER CONCERNS:

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Terry,
Joyce, Cullen, Doug, Gavin, Dennis, Connie, Larry, Joanne, Marie, Jean,
Kelly, Bob, lan, Becky, Marcee, Todd, David, Reece, Pat, Rachel, Daniel,
Jessica and her family, Brenda, and Amber.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Bill Druschel by his
wife, Mary Pat.

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given in memory of Irene A. Skodak
by her daughter, Marla DeCrisio.

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any
time by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer
cards in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate. If for
whatever reason you do not want your name listed but would like
to be on the prayer list, just let us know when you make your
request.

INDEPENDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM (formerly Excela Health)
does not notify the church of member admissions. Please notify the
pastor or call the church office if you or your loved one is hospitalized.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

NOISY OFFERING last Sunday was $180. Thank you for your
generosity.

ATTENDANCE last Sunday was 56.
CHOIR rehearsal today, 10:00 AM.
RALLY DAY lunch immediately following the 10:45 AM service today.

RALLY DAY COOKIES for First Responders to be delivered after
church today.

COUNCIL Tuesday, 6:00 PM.

FOOD FROM THE HEART Wednesday lunch continues as a BROWN
BAG lunch provided from 12 to 12:45 PM. Lunches will be available for
pick up by people walking at the gate to the park and to those driving at
the basement door on Bononi Way (alley behind the church).

HANDBELL CHOIR Thursday, 6:15 PM.

RUTH CIRCLE Thursday at 7:00 PM in the church parlor. All women of
the congregation are invited and welcomed.

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST The sign-up calendar and instructions
are on the table in the narthex. Please sign up for a Sunday.

PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION: Pastor Chris Combs may be
reached either by calling the church office at 724-834-1457, by email at
PastorChris@felchurch.org or by calling or texting his cell phone at 412-
973-4179. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his cell phone.

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the
Education Building, down the hall from the Library.
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RUTH CIRCLE plans to assemble Disaster Relief Buckets in
November. Ten buckets of cleaning supplies will be delivered to the
UMC distribution center in Cranberry.

The congregation can help with monetary donations to K
purchase the required items. Checks can be written to A &
FELC, with Disaster Buckets on the memo line. % \

All women are welcome to participate in Ruth projects, Y
fellowship and, of course, delicious desserts. Meetings

are held the 2" Thursday of the month at 7 pm.
God’s Work Our Hands

“Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also

ought to love one another... .”
John 1:11

THE PARABLES OF JESUS

. Interested in Jesus’ teaching through parables? Join the

=t \k| conversation as we explore some of Jesus’ most interesting
11"\ and challenging teachings.

New Bible You have two opportunities each month to join. We will

Study Series Qather at 1:30 PM and 6:00 PM on September 16, October
14, November 18, and December 16. Hope to see you there!

20

——
| —



Stewardship Snippets

James 2:15 — If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one
of you says to them, "Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet
you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?

For many of us who have more than we need, it’s very hard to follow
Jesus’ command to love our neighbor as ourselves. The questions
steward/disciples have to ask prayerfully are “How generous am I, really?
Is God calling me to be more generous?”

Bibles for Love Packages

Bibles WILL BE COLLECTED THROUGH TODAY

Boxes for your items will be located in the Narthex, the Education
Building, and the Fellowship Hall.

For more information on Love Packages check them out on
lovepackages.org
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