FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
246 South Main Street
Greensburg, Pennsylvania
724-834-1457

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

office@felchurch.org

Chris Combs Pastor
Marvin J. Huls Director of Music

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing and
life-giving grace of God. In this place we discover the truth of
which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17).

We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God for
His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and hopeful
that you will be among us when we gather again.

—
H
| —




THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 6, 2023
8:15 AM & 10:00 AM

THE WORSHIP SERVICE

The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal
preparation for the worship of God.

GATHERING

Prelude

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of
preparation.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the

name of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith. Amen.

Hymn “Break Now the Bread of Life” #515

1 Break now the bread of life,
dear Lord, to me,
as once you broke the loaves beside the sea.
Beyond the sacred page
| seek you, Lord,
my spirit waits for you,
O living Word.




2 Bless your own word of truth,
dear Lord, to me,
as when you blessed the bread by Galilee.
Then shall all bondage cease,
all fetters fall;
and I shall find my peace,
my All-in-All!

3 You are the bread of life,
dear Lord, to me,
your holy word the truth that rescues me.
Give me to eat and live
with you above,;
teach me to love your truth,
for you are love.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you,




This Is the Feast

Refrain
Assisting minister
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Prayer of the Day
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and
you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the
food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the
starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

First Reading Isaiah 55:1-5

'Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
“See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
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>See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

5The LoRD is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in ! steadfast love.
°LORD, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over | all your works.
1“The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who | are bowed down.
5The eyes of all wait upon ! you, O LORD,
and you give them their food ! in due season.
18You open ! wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every ! living thing.
7Y ou are righteous in ' all your ways
and loving in ! all your works.
18You are near to all who ! call upon you,
to all who call up- ! on you faithfully.
You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you;
you hear their | cry and save them.
20You watch over all | those who love you,
but all the wicked you ! shall destroy.
2!My mouth shall speak the praise | of the LORD;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forev- | er and ever.
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Second Reading Romans 9:1-5

1| am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience
confirms it by the Holy Spirit—?2I have great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. 3For | could wish that I myself were accursed and
cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred
according to the flesh. “They are Israelites, and to them belong the
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship,
and the promises; °to them belong the patriarchs, and from them,
according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed
forever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of God. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 14:13-21

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
R/ Glory to you, O Lord.

3Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when
the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. **When
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them
and cured their sick. ®When it was evening, the disciples came to him
and said, “This 1s a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the
crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.” *Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give
them something to eat.” ' They replied, “We have nothing here but five
loaves and two fish.” ¥And he said, “Bring them here to me.” *Then
he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves
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and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to
the crowds. 2And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was
left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 22And those who ate
were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

P/The Gospel of the Lord. R/ Praise to you, O Christ.

Youth Sermon (10:00 service)

Sermon

HYMN <O Living Bread from Heaven” #542

1 O living Bread from heaven,
how well you feed your guest!
The gifts that you have given
have filled my heart with rest.
O wondrous food of blessing!
O cup that heals our woes!
My heart, this gift possessing,
in thankful song o'er flows.

2 My Savior, you have led me
within your holiest place,
and here yourself have fed me
with treasures of your grace;
for you have freely given
what earth could never buy,
the bread of life from heaven,
that now I shall not die.
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3 You gave me all I wanted,;
this food can death destroy.
And you have freely granted
the cup of endless joy.

My Lord, | do not merit

the favor you have shown;
and all my soul and spirit
bow down before your throne.

4 Oh, grant me then, well-strengthened
with heav'nly food, while here
my course on earth is lengthened,
to serve you, free from fear;
and bring me home to praise you
where none can peace destroy,
where | will ever raise you
glad songs in endless joy.

APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

( 1
{ 10 )



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will refresh
our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by starting with a clean
slate. We understand that many people will continue to need prayer
beyond the length of one month. If you wish to continue to have someone
listed in the bulletin for public prayer, please call the office by the last
Wednesday of the month.

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers
for the church, those in need, and all of creation.

At each petition,
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name
of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

The Peace

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of
the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may
say Peace be with you or similar words.
The assembly is seated.
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THE MEAL

Offering

Offertory Response:

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
‘lext and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Offertory Prayer

(in unison)

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the
vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs
of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

14

——
| —



Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.

The gifts of God for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord is
good.

COMMUNION

For those receiving the sacrament please note the following:
e Communion is at the rail for those who desire.
e We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before
coming forward for communion.
As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray.
The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.
e We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily
between family units.

15
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e Cups can be placed in the empty trays near each side aisle as you
return to your pew.

e For those who would like to receive communion, but are not
comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that
the Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond Amen.

After all have received,

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.
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HYMN “Praise and Thanksgiving” #689

1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer
for all things living, you have made good:
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you,
that with our neighbor we may be fed.
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you,
harvesting, milling for daily bread.

3 Father, providing food for your children,
by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share
one with another, so that, rejoicing
with us, all others may know your care.

4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people,
freely confessing your gracious hand.
Where you are reigning, no one will hunger;
your love sustaining showers the land.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg
Fortress under license #SB144012.

First 2 readings and the Gospel Reading: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale

use, provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and
Seasons, copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
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| BLESSED TO BLESS 1

SERVING TODAY::

ACOLYTES are Aaron Woodley and Corrina Vuick.
LECTORS are Sue Boggs and Megan Zobb.
WORSHIP ASSISTANT is Dianna Marusko.
AUGUST ALTAR GUILD: Dianna Marusko

AUGUST 8:15 USHERS: Sue Boggs, Liz Rowe, Bill Pfeifer, and Brian
Erdman.

MISSION STATEMENT

“As Servants of Jesus Christ, we strive to impact
our families, neighbors and the world by sharing
our faith,
empowered by God’s Grace”

Developed by Church Council
October 2016
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PRAYER CONCERNS:

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Lois,
Terry, Joyce, Cullen, Doug, Gavin, Felicia, Kacie, Duane, Shirley,
Dennis, Teresa, Lil, Jeff, Jan, Dylan, Judy, Stephen, Connie, Lisa, and
Jaina.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of C. Glenn and Anna
J. Fink by their family.

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any time
by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer cards
in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate. If for whatever
reason you do not want your name listed but would like to be on the
prayer list, just let us know when you make your request.

INDEPENDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM (formerly Excela Health)
does not notify the church of member admissions. Please notify the
pastor or call the church office if you or your loved one is hospitalized.

“The Lord shall preserve thee
from all evil, he shall

preserve your soul.”
Psalm 121:7
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

THANK YOU to Juliana Matteo for sharing her musical gifts with us this
morning.

ANGEL FOOD CAKES (home baked or purchased) are needed the first
Sunday of every month for Meals on Wheels. Bring your cake to the
church office. Thank you!

NOISY OFFERING today will be donated to the Youth Group Project of
St. Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Church, Arnold, PA to benefit Emmanuel
Youth Group of the Blessed Martyr Josaphat Kolsylovsky in Stryi, Ukraine.

The Ukrainian city, Stryi, population 59,000 is located in the foothills of the
Carpathian Mountains. This has become a destination for mostly women
and children fleeing the war-torn areas of their country.

The Youth Group of St. Vladimir in Arnold is raising funds for the Blessed
Martyr Youth Group in Stryi. The Youth in Ukraine will use the funds to
give humanitarian aid to these refugees. The youth have helped with things
like distribution of food, clothing, haircuts, a candle making class, and are
planning a day camp for the refugee children this summer. The Blessed
Martyr Youth are also helping to minister to people who have lost family
members and children orphaned by the war.

FOOD FROM THE HEART Wednesday lunch continues as a BROWN
BAG lunch provided from 12 to 12:45 PM. Lunches will be available for
pick up by people walking at the gate to the park and to those driving at
the basement door on Bononi Way (alley behind the church).

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE Monday, August 14.

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the
Education Building, down the hall from the Library.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE last Sunday morning was 85.
SUMMER ORGANISTS: August 27 Nancy Sheehan.
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SUMMER GUEST MUSICIANS: August 13 Alex Swartz, soprano;
August 20 Marc Tourre, baritone.

SUMMER FOOD DRIVE

During the summer months, the Christian Outreach Team will be
collecting nonperishable items for our Emergency Food Cupboard. These
items will be used to assist many individuals and families in our

community.

August is “Canned Food Month”. Items especially needec
Soup
Fruit
Canned pasta (SpaghettiOs, etc.)

Please check the expiration dates before donating, as we cannot
distribute expired items in the Emergency Food bags.
Thank you!
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~wm Are You Interested
i Havitat Sl _
In Helping People  ;/al
Get a Home This Year? ‘s

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Greensburg is planning to
help Central Westmoreland Habitat for Humanity (CWHFH)
perform a build or rebuild for a family in our community.

All are welcome to join in...and bring friends or
Invite others to the party!! As many people as
are interested, can be used.

If you are interested, please contact Bob Errett
at bobandpam309@comcast.net or 412-558-
8397, or the church office.

Help someone find a home!! Check the website
for

CWHFH Here...
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