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 FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH            
246 South Main Street 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania 

724-834-1457 
 

Office hours:  Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

                             

    office@felchurch.org 

 
 

 

Chris Combs                                  Pastor 

Marvin J. Huls                                   Director of Music 
 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!   
 
We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing and 

life-giving grace of God.  In this place we discover the truth of 

which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

 

We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God for 

His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and hopeful 

that you will be among us when we gather again. 
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THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

August 20, 2023  

8:15 AM & 10:00 AM 

       

THE WORSHIP SERVICE 
          
 The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal 

preparation for the worship of God. 

 

 

 

GATHERING 
 

 

Prelude   8:15   Healer of Our Every Ill (arr. Franklin Ashdown) 

     

 

              10:00   There Is a Higher Throne  (Keith & Kristyn Getty) 
 

There is a higher throne than all this world has known where faithful ones 

from ev’ry tongue will one day come.  Before the Son we’ll stand, made 

faultless through the Lamb.  Believing hearts find promised 

grace.  Salvation comes.  Hear heaven’s voices sing!  Their thund’rous 

anthem rings through emerald courts and sapphire skies; their praises 

rise.  All glory, wisdom, pow’r, strength, thanks and honor are to God, 

our King, who reigns on high evermore. 

And there we’ll find our home; our life before the throne.  We’ll honor 

him in perfect song where we belong.  He’ll wipe each tear stained eye as 

thirst and hunger die.  The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King; we’ll 

reign with him. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of 

preparation. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 

given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 

repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 

you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 

in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

 
 

 The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith.     Amen. 
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Hymn       “Jesus Shall Reign”              #434 
 

1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

 does its successive journeys run; 

 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 

2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 

 and praises throng to crown his head; 

 his name like sweet perfume shall rise 

 with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 

 

3 People and realms of ev'ry tongue 

 dwell on his love with sweetest song; 

 and infant voices shall proclaim 

 their early blessings on his name. 

 

4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 

 the pris'ners leap to lose their chains, 

 the weary find eternal rest, 

 and all who suffer want are blest. 

 

5 Let ev'ry creature rise and bring 

peculiar honors to our king; 

 angels descend with songs again, 

 and earth repeat the loud amen. 

 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

And also with you. 
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This Is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call 

upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with 

compassion and constancy, that your name may be known 

throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

                                WORD  

First Reading    Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

 1Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come, 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar; 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 
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 8Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  R/Thanks be to God! 

Psalm 67 

 1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 

 2Let your way be known | upon earth, 

  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 

 3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the 

na- | tions on earth.  

 5Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 6The earth has brought | forth its increase; 

  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 

 7May God | give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.  
 

Second Reading        Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I 

myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe 

of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 

 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you 

were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of 

their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, 

by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For 

God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to 

all. 
 

The Word of the Lord.    R/Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia. Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom and cured 

every sickness among the people. Alleluia.  

 

 

Gospel         Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

R/ Glory to you, O Lord.   

 

 

[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 

understand:11it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but 

it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples 

approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took 

offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant 

that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them 

alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides 

another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this 

parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without 

understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth 

enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out 

of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out 

of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, 

false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with 

unwashed hands does not defile.”] 

 

 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 

Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 

started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter 

is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 

shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, 
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“Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 

food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 

dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus 

answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 

you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 

P/The Gospel of the Lord.  R/ Praise to you, O Christ.    
 

Sermon  
 
 

 HYMN   “Healer of Our Every Ill”      #612  
 

Refrain 

 Healer of our ev'ry ill, 

 light of each tomorrow, 

 give us peace beyond our fear, 

 and hope beyond our sorrow. 

 

1 You who know our fears and sadness, 

 grace us with your peace and gladness; 

 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 

 

2 In the pain and joy beholding 

 how your grace is still unfolding, 

 give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain 

 

3 Give us strength to love each other, 

 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 

 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 

 

4 You who know each thought and feeling, 

 teach us all your way of healing; 

 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain 
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APOSTLES’ CREED    
   

With the whole church we confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayers of the Church    
To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will refresh 

our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by starting with a clean 

slate.  We understand that many people will continue to need prayer 

beyond the length of one month.  If you wish to continue to have someone 

listed in the bulletin for public prayer, please call the office by the last 

Wednesday of the month. 
 

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers 

for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
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At each petition,  

Hear us, O God.   

Your mercy is great. 

 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name 

of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

The Peace     
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of 

the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may 

say Peace be with you or similar words. 

The assembly is seated.     

 

THE MEAL 

Offering  

 
Offertory: 8:15  Meditation Beach Spring (ELW #445) 

 

                10:00  Marc Tourre, baritone. 
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Offertory Response: 

 
  Offertory Prayer      (in unison) 

Let us pray.  

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the 

vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs 

of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.    
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In the night in which he was betrayed 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.                                                   
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.     Amen. 
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The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Taste and see that the Lord is 

good. 

 

 

COMMUNION 
  

For those receiving the sacrament please note the following: 

• Communion is at the rail for those who desire.   

• We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before 

coming forward for communion. 

• As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray. 

• The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.   

• We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily 

between family units. 

• Cups can be placed in the empty trays near each side aisle as you 

return to your pew. 

• For those who would like to receive communion, but are not 

comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that 

the Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you. 

 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 
 

After all have received, 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep                     

you in his grace. Amen.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us 

forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 

love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.     Amen. 

 

 

HYMN   “In Christ There Is No East or West”      #650 
 

1 In Christ there is no east or west, 

 in him no south or north, 

 but one community of love 

 throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

2 In Christ shall true hearts ev'rywhere 

 their high communion find; 

 his service is the golden cord 

 close binding humankind. 

 

3 Join hands, disciples of the faith, 

 whate'er your race may be. 

 All children of the living God 

 are surely kin to me. 
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4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 

 in him meet south and north; 

 all Christly souls are one in him 

 throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Christ is with you.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress under license #SB144012. 

First 2 readings and the Gospel Reading:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division 

of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale 

use, provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and 

Seasons, copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 
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SERVING TODAY: 
 

ACOLYTES are Molly Boggs and Benjamin Gustafson. 
 

LECTORS are Kim Nicassio and Jeanne Christenson. 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT is Pat Yost. 
 

AUGUST ALTAR GUILD:  Dianna Marusko  

 

AUGUST 8:15 USHERS:  Sue Boggs, Liz Rowe, Bill Pfeifer, and Brian 

Erdman. 

 

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

“As Servants of Jesus Christ, we strive to impact 

our families, neighbors and the world by sharing 

our faith, 

empowered by God’s Grace” 

 

Developed by Church Council 

October 2016 

 

 

 

BLESSED TO BLESS 
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PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Lois,  

Terry, Joyce, Cullen, Doug, Gavin, Felicia, Kacie, Duane, Shirley, 

Dennis, Teresa, Lil, Jeff, Jan, Dylan, Judy, Stephen, Connie, Lisa, Jaina, 

Kim, and Babs. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Bill and Jeanne Poole 

by his sisters. 

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 

Alvah Kurtz, Edna S. Johnson, and Sharon O’Hare by Nancy O’Hare. 

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any time 

by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer cards 

in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate.  If for whatever 

reason you do not want your name listed but would like to be on the 

prayer list, just let us know when you make your request. 

INDEPENDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM (formerly Excela Health) 

does not notify the church of member admissions.  Please notify the 

pastor or call the church office if you or your loved one is hospitalized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Lord shall preserve thee 
from all evil, he shall                              
preserve your soul.” 

Psalm 121:7 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
 

THANKS to Marc Tourre, baritone, and Gloria Christofano. flute, for their 

musical assistance this morning.  

NEWSLETTER FOLDING Tuesday, August 22 at 10:00 AM.                                                          

FOOD FROM THE HEART Wednesday lunch continues as a BROWN 

BAG lunch provided from 12 to 12:45 PM.  Lunches will be available for 

pick up by people walking at the gate to the park and to those driving at 

the basement door on Bononi Way (alley behind the church).       

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the 

Education Building, down the hall from the Library. 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE last Sunday morning was 75. 

SUMMER  ORGANISTS:  August 27 Nancy Sheehan. 

ARE YOU MISSING A KEY?  A key was mixed in with the Noisy 

Offering from August 6.  Check with the office staff. 

 

SUMMER FOOD DRIVE 
  

During the summer months, the Christian Outreach Team will be 

collecting nonperishable items for our Emergency Food Cupboard.  These 

items will be used to assist many individuals and families in our 

community. 
  

August is  “Canned Food Month”.   

Items especially needed are: 

  Soup  

  Fruit 

  Canned pasta (SpaghettiOs, etc.) 

 

A box is located in the education building foyer for your donations.   
 

Please check the expiration dates before donating, as we cannot 

distribute expired items in the Emergency Food bags.   
 

 Thank you! 
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LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

The significant loss of life and damage caused by the wildfires in Hawaii 

have turned our prayers and attention to mourning those lost, supporting 

the survivors and how Lutheran Disaster Response can assist with 

recovery.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Exacerbated by strong winds, wildfires on Maui have claimed dozens of 

lives and have destroyed homes, businesses and lines of communication. 

The Big Island of Hawaii has also been impacted by wildfires, and more 

islands remain vulnerable to additional fires this season.                                                                                                                          

Lutheran Disaster Response is prepared to accompany our neighbors 

in Hawaii impacted by these wildfires. Will you consider a gift today?                                                                                                        

Lutheran Disaster Response is coordinating with the Pacifica Synod and 

other partners to assess the needs of people impacted by the wildfires. We 

will work with them to provide for immediate needs and long-term 

recovery amid the widespread destruction. Lutheran Disaster Response is 

committed to accompanying recovering communities in the years ahead. 

 

If you would like to help, here’s what you can do:  

➢ Write out a check payable to First Lutheran Church (or you can give cash). 

(Note:  We will utilize Matching Funds for this response.) 

➢ Place it in an envelope and write “Maui Wildfires” on the outside of the 

envelope.  

➢ Put the envelope in the offering basket or bring it to the church office.  

 

Your donation will be forwarded to the ELCA’s disaster relief office, and 

100% of your gift will be used to assist those affected by the wildfires. 

 

  
 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fuswildfires&srcid=337073&srctid=1&erid=2d51bf67-6fec-4f9c-9c86-eb6c38603ea9&trid=2d51bf67-6fec-4f9c-9c86-eb6c38603ea9
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fuswildfires&srcid=337073&srctid=1&erid=2d51bf67-6fec-4f9c-9c86-eb6c38603ea9&trid=2d51bf67-6fec-4f9c-9c86-eb6c38603ea9
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RALLY DAY PLANNED FOR SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 10 
  

On September 10, we will kick off another year of Christian learning and 

mission with a Rally Day.  Sunday Church School resumes from 9:30 to 

10:30 AM with classes for all ages. 
  

Immediately following the 10:45 AM service, we will gather  in the 

Fellowship Hall for a lunch.  The menu includes: 

Chicken Salad Croissant Sandwiches  

Hot Dogs on buns for the kids!                      

 Pickles Chips   Cookies     

Punch / Coffee / Tea 
  

Please complete a reservation form (below) and return it to the church 

office or you may call the church   office.  Reservations are requested by 

September 3, 2023. 

 

All are welcome!  Make sure to mark your calendar to kick off this year 

of  learning and mission! 

 

 

 

 

 

Name___________________________________________________ 

  

Number attending ______________________ 
  

 

A donation to defray expenses may be given if you so desire. 
  
  


