FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
246 South Main Street
Greensburg, Pennsylvania
724-834-1457

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

office@felchurch.org

Chris Combs Pastor
Marvin J. Huls Director of Music

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing and
life-giving grace of God. In this place we discover the truth of
which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there 1s a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17).

We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God for
His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and hopeful
that you will be among us when we gather again.
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THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 14, 2024
9:30 AM

THE WORSHIP SERVICE

The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal
preparation for the worship of God.

GATHERING

Prelude

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the -+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of
preparation.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

——
N
| —



Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,

and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn “Let Justice Flow like Streams” #7117

1  Let justice flow like streams
of sparkling water, pure,
enabling growth, refreshing life,
abundant, cleansing, sure.

2 Let righteousness roll on
as others’ cares we heed,
an ever-flowing stream of faith
translated into deed.




3 Somay God's plumb line, straight,
define our measure true,
and justice, right, and peace pervade
this world our whole life through.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

This Is the Feast

Refrain
Assisting minister
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Prayer of the Day
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot
give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and
also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.




The assembly is seated.

WORD

First Reading Amos 7:7-15

"This is what [the Lord Gob] showed me: the Lord was standing
beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his
hand. 8 And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I
said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,
“See, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
| will never again pass them by;
% the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”

19 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of
Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of
the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. *! For thus
Amos has said,

‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,

and Israel must go into exile

away from his land.”
12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of
Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 3 but never again
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it 1s a temple of
the kingdom.”

14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s
son; but | am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, > and
the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me,
‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.””

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!
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Psalm 85:8-13 (Read Responsively)

81 will listen to what the LORD | God is saying;

for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn
their | hearts to you.

®Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have ! kissed each other.

1 Faithfulness shall spring up ! from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.

12The LorD will indeed ! grant prosperity,
and our land will I yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD
and shall prepare for | God a pathway.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly

places, “just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world
to be holy and blameless before him in love. ® He destined us for adoption
as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in
the Beloved. ” In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ® he has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, 1°as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth. * In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we,
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
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his glory. ¥*In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; * this is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of
our hearts, that we may know the hope to which God has called
us. Alleluia.

Gospel Mark 6:14-29
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the sixth chapter.

R/ Glory to you, O Lord.

14King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had
become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised
from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in

him.” ° But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet,
like one of the prophets of old.” ® But when Herod heard of it, he said,
“John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”

" For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and
put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,
because Herod had married her. ¥ For John had been telling Herod, “It is
not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” ¥ And Herodias had a
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, %° for
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and
he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet
he liked to listen to him. %! But an opportunity came when Herod on his
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders
of Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for
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whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 2 And he solemnly swore to her,
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” ?* She
went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied,
“The head of John the baptizer.” ® Immediately she rushed back to the
king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the
Baptist on a platter.” ?° The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for
his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 2’ Immediately
the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He
went and beheaded him in the prison, % brought his head on a platter, and
gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 2 When his
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a
tomb.

P/The Gospel of the Lord. R/ Praise to you, O Christ.

Youth Sermon

Sermon

Hymn “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” #697

Refrain
Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, is my plea;
daily walking close to thee,
let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

1 1 am weak but thou art strong:
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long
as | walk, let me walk close to thee. Refrain
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2 Through this world of toil and snares,
if | falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares?
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. Refrain

3  When my feeble life is o'er,
time for me will be no more;
guide me gently, safely o'er
to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore. Refrain

APOSTLES’ Creed

With the whole church we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
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Prayers of the Church

To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will refresh
our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by starting with a
clean slate. We understand that many people will continue to need prayer
beyond the length of one month. If you wish to continue to have someone
listed in the bulletin for public prayer, please call the office by the last
Wednesday of the month.

One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we
join our voices in prayer.

At each petition,
In your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these words.

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend
ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way,
the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The Peace

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of
the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you,

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace and may
say Peace be with you or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

11
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Checks can also be mailed to: First Lutheran, 246 S. Main

THE MEAL

Offerings may be placed in the plates as they are passed. You can utilize
your regular envelopes or the gold envelopes in the pews. You can also
utilize our new online giving tool through Tithe.ly by visiting
felchurch.org or utilize the QR code here:

Street, Greensburg, PA 15601.

Thank you for your generous support of First’s Ministry.

(Children, please bring your offering to the front of the church
and place it in the “Thank You Jesus” Jar.)

Offertory

Offertory Response:
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
0
574 ! I N [ rm— I
VAW I | I L | | | | | | I—
> o | = P
7 [ | & huet huet I _‘—ﬁ:
4 & L4 ht - ! —
Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
0
A . T | i I ! —— f D I rm—
'!(“E! { ; o — o | o—o—
_‘_
bless-ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
0 [ .
’{ i | — 1 | I H *I I I I I 1 L
!? [ [ T [ I & [ _——| —— P [ I Y
| _‘I_ i = ! al- 7
fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of all; u -
0 . . =
)74 | . . ! ! I — o . !
y 40 | | | - >  —— - P — | |
A (S5 R e—— e
LJ | | I
J T 4 == '
nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your
n L
b4 1 ] — f I N 1 |
e o 5 ——— |
S < < =

pres-ence, and give

a fore-taste of the feast

——

12

to come.

—



Offertory Prayer  (in unison)

Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we
may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you,

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever,

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come,
taste, and see that the Lord is good.

15
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COMMUNION

All who wish to receive the body and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness
of their sins and the nourishment of their lives are welcome.

It is not necessary to be a member of First Lutheran to receive the
sacrament.

For those receiving the sacrament please note the following:
Communion is at the rail for those who desire.

We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before
coming forward for communion.

As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray.
The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.

We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily
between family units.

For those who need gluten free or grape juice, please tell the Pastor
or assistant during the distribution.

Cups can be placed in the trays near each side aisle as you return to
your pew.

For those who would like to receive communion, but are not
comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that the
Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you.

The assembly may be seated.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond Amen.

After all have received,

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

16
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Prayer after Communion
The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of
Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to
proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God bhlesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.
Almighty God, Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Hymn “Morning Has Broken” #556

1 Morning has broken like the first morning;
blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!

2 Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven,
like the first dewfall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
sprung in completeness where God's feet pass.

3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning,
born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise ev'ry morning,
God's recreation of the new day!
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg
Fortress under license #SB144012.

First 2 readings and the Gospel Reading: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale
use, provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and
Seasons, copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress.

| BLESSED TO BLESS 1

SERVING TODAY:

ACOLYTE is Molly Boggs.

LECTOR is Liz Rowe.

WORSHIP ASSISTANT is Rebecca Brunetta.

SERVING IN JULY:

ALTAR GUILD for July includes Roberta Laciak and Ann Copper

“But you Lord are a shield around me, my glory,
the one who lifts my head high.”

Psalm 3:3
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PRAYER CONCERNS:

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Terry,
Joyce, Cullen, Doug, Gavin, Dennis, Harry, Wendy, Sherrie, Steve, Larry,
Alan, Connie, Caroline, Mark, Cindy, Brody, Scott, Carolyn, and Blanca.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Clifford B. and Susan
Jennings by their family.

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any
time by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer
cards in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate. If for
whatever reason you do not want your name listed but would like
to be on the prayer list, just let us know when you make your
request.

INDEPENDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM (formerly Excela Health)
does not notify the church of member admissions. Please notify the
pastor or call the church office if you or your loved one is hospitalized.

MISSION STATEMENT

“As Servants of Jesus Christ, we strive to impact our
families, neighbors, and the world by sharing our faith,

empowered by God’s Grace”
Developed by Church Council
October 2016
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

THANKS to Michele Boulet for her musical assistance today.

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE Word and Sacrament at 9:30 AM.
No Sunday School.

ATTENDANCE last Sunday was 67.

NOISY OFFERING last Sunday was $102.20. Thank you for your
generosity.

YOUTH & FAMILY EVENT @ Statler’s Fun Center today at 12:30 PM.
FINANCE Tuesday, July 16.

FOOD FROM THE HEART Wednesday lunch continues as a BROWN
BAG lunch provided from 12 to 12:45 PM. Lunches will be available for
pick up by people walking at the gate to the park and to those driving at
the basement door on Bononi Way (alley behind the church).

FOOD BANK DISTRIBUTION is this Thursday. Assistance is needed
around 7:30 AM to help with the set-up and the need for assistance
increases at 8:00 AM to unload the truck and prepare for distribution. If
you can lend a hand on Thursday morning, your effort will be greatly
appreciated.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE Friday, July 19.

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the
Education Building, down the hall from the Library.

SUMMER SOLOISTS:
July 21 Josh Beck, jazz piano
July 28 Sam Specht-Burns, violin
August 11 Rob Lynch, organist
August 18  Matthew Johnson, baritone
August 25  Marc Tourre (baritone)
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PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION: Pastor Chris Combs may
be reached either by calling the church office at 724-834-1457, by email
at PastorChris@felchurch.org or by calling or texting his cell phone at
412-973-4179. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his cell
phone.

Stewardship Snippets

Psalm 85:10-12 —Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness
and peace will kiss each other. Faithfulness will spring up from the
ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky. The LORD will
give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.

Everybody wants peace and security, but most of us try to achieve it the
world’s way — by accumulating power, treasure, and pleasure. The Psalm
sets us right: It is relationship with God and one another that give us what
we want.

SUMMER FOOD DRIVE

During the summer months, the Christian Outreach Committee will be
collecting nonperishable items for our Emergency Food Cupboard.
These items will be used to assist many individuals and families in our
community.

July is “Carb Month.” Suggested items are:
Pasta / pasta sauce 2l
Pouch / Box sides (pasta/rice/potato/stuffing, etc. )
Mac & Cheese
Crackers (saltines, etc.)

August is “Canned Food Month.” Items especially needed are:
Soup
Fruit
Canned pasta (SpaghettiOs, etc.)

A box is located in the education building foyer for your donations.
Please check the expiration dates before donating, as we cannot
distribute expired items in the Emergency Food bags.
Thank you!
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