FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
246 South Main Street

Greensburg, Pennsylvania
724-834-1457

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 am — 3:00 pm

office@felchurch.org

Chris Combs Pastor
Marvin J. Huls Director of Music

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing and
life-giving grace of God. In this place we discover the truth of
which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there 1s a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has

become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17).

We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God for
His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and hopeful
that you will be among us when we gather again.
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

June 7, 2026
9:30 AM

THE WORSHIP SERVICE

The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal
preparation for the worship of God.

GATHERING

Prelude Variations on “This Little Gospel Light of Mine”
(arr. Keith Kolander)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of
preparation.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,

and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn  “We Come to You for Healing, Lord” #617

1 We come to you for healing, Lord,
of body, mind, and soul,
and pray that by your Spirit's touch
we may again be whole.

2 As once you walked through ancient streets
and reached toward those in pain,
come, risen Christ, among us still
with pow'r to heal again.
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3  You touch us through physicians' skills,
through nurses' gifts of care,

and through the love of faithful friends
who lift our lives in prayer.

4 When nights are long with wakefulness,
through days when strength runs low,
grant us your gift of patience, Lord,
your calming peace to know.

S We come to you, O loving Lord,

in our distress and pain,

in trust that through our nights and days
your grace will heal, sustain.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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This Is the Feast
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Prayer of the Day
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the
power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise
us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

The assembly is seated.

WORD
First Reading Hosea 5:15-6:6

15T will return again to my place
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will beg my favor:
6:1“Come, let us return to the Lord:;
for having torn, the Lord will heal us;
having struck us down, the Lord will bind us up.
2 After two days the Lord will revive us,
and on the third day will raise us up,
that we may live before the face of the Lord.
3 Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord,
whose appearing is as sure as the dawn;
the Lord will come to us like the showers,
like the spring rains that water the earth.”
*What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall I do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
> Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets,
I have killed them by the words of my mouth,
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and my judgment goes forth as the light.
®For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!

Psalm 50:7-15 (Read Responsively)

7«Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear wit- | ness
against you;
for I am ! God, your God.
T do not accuse you because | of your sacrifices;
your burnt offerings are al- | ways before me.
?T will not accept a calf ! from your stalls,
nor goats | from your pens;
10 for all the wild animals of the for- | est are mine,
the cattle on a ! thousand hills.
1T know every bird ! of the mountains,
and the creatures of the ! fields are mine.
21f I were hungry, I ' would not tell you,
for the whole world is mine and all ! that is in it.
3 Do you think I eat the ! flesh of bulls,
or drink the | blood of goats?
14 Offer to God a sacrifice | of thanksgiving
and make good your vows to | the Most High.
15 Call upon me in the | day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you shall | honor me.

Second Reading Romans 4:13-25

13 The promise that Abraham would inherit the world did not come to
him or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness
of faith. *If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith
is null and the promise is void. '° For the law brings wrath; but where
there 1s no law, neither is there violation.

16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may
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rest on grace and be guaranteed to all Abraham’s descendants, not only
to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 7 as it is written, “I have
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in
whom Abraham believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist. '* Hoping against hope, Abraham
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according
to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” ' He did
not weaken 1in faith when he considered his own body, which was
already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. ?° No distrust
made Abraham waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, *! being fully convinced that
God was able to do what God had promised. 2> Therefore his faith “was
reckoned to him as righteousness.” > Now the words, “it was reckoned
to him,” were written not for his sake alone, ?* but for ours also. It will
be reckoned to us who believe in the one who raised Jesus our Lord
from the dead, > who was handed over to death for our trespasses and
was raised for our justification.

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, and has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the ninth chapter.
R/ Glory to you, O Lord.
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? As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the
tax booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed
him.

10 And as Jesus sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and
sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. !' When the
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat
with tax collectors and sinners?”” 2 But when he heard this, he said,
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick. 1* Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I
have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”

'8 While Jesus was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of
the synagogue came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has
just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” '° And
Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. ?° Then suddenly a
woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came
up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 2! for she said to
herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” ?? Jesus turned,
and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you
well.” And instantly the woman was made well. 2> When Jesus came to
the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a
commotion, ** he said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.”
And they laughed at him. > But when the crowd had been put outside, he
went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 2 And the report of
this spread throughout that district.

P/The Gospel of the Lord. R/ Praise to you, O Christ.

Youth Sermon

Sermon
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Hymn “There's a Wideness in God's Mercy” #588
(Sung to the tune of #807)

1  There's a wideness in God's mercy,
like the wideness of the sea;
there's a kindness in God's justice
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth's sorrows
are more felt than up in heav'n.
There is no place where earth's failings
have such Kindly judgment giv'n.

2  There is welcome for the sinner,
and a promised grace made good;
there is mercy with the Savior;
there is healing in his blood.
There is grace enough for thousands
of new worlds as great as this;
there is room for fresh creations
in that upper home of bliss.

3  For the love of God is broader
than the measures of our mind;
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.

But we make this love too narrow
by false limits of our own;

and we magnify its strictness
with a zeal God will not own.

4  'Tis not all we owe to Jesus;
it is something more than all:
greater good because of evil,
larger mercy through the fall.
Make our love, O God, more faithful;
let us take you at your word,
and our lives will be thanksgiving
for the goodness of the Lord.
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APOSTLES’ Creed

With the whole church we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church

To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will refresh
our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by starting with a
clean slate. We understand that many people will continue to need
prayer beyond the length of one month. If you wish to continue to have

someone listed in the bulletin for public prayer, please call the office by
the last Wednesday of the month.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the
needs of the world.
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At each petition,
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these words.
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

The Peace

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of
the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may
say Peace be with you or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

THE MEAL

Offerings may be placed in the plates as they are passed. You can utilize
your regular envelopes or the gold envelopes in the pews. You can also
utilize our new online giving tool through Tithe.ly by visiting
felchurch.org or utilize the QR code here:

Checks can also be mailed to: First Lutheran, 246 S. Main
Street, Greensburg, PA 15601.

Thank you for your generous support of First’s Ministry.

(Children, please bring your offering to the front of the church
and place it in the “Thank You Jesus” Jar.)

12
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Offertory “Shall We Gather at the River”
(arr. Gordon Young)

Offertory Response:
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Offertory Prayer  (in unison)

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the
vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs
of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est
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Thanksgiving at the Table

The presiding minister continues, using one of the following.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ i1s made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come,
taste, and see that the Lord 1s good.

COMMUNION

All baptized who wish to receive the body and blood of Jesus for the
forgiveness of their sins and the nourishment of their lives are welcome.
It is not necessary to be a member of First Lutheran to receive the
sacrament.

For those receiving the sacrament please note the following:
Communion s at the rail for those who desire.

o We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before
coming forward for communion.

[ ]



As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray.

The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.

We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily
between family units.

For those who need gluten free or grape juice, please tell the Pastor
or assistant during the distribution.

Cups can be placed in the trays near each side aisle as you return to
your pew.

For those who would like to receive communion, but are not
comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that the
Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you.

The assembly may be seated.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond Amen.

After all have received,

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for
sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy
Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we
will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us 1n mission to the world.

Blessing

The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace. =~ Amen.

Hymn  “Morning Has Broken” #556

1 Morning has broken like the first morning;
blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!

2 Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven,
like the first dewfall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
sprung in completeness where God's feet pass.

3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning,
born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise ev'ry morning,
God's recreation of the new day!

Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ 1s with you.
Thanks be to God.

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress
under license #SB144012.

First 2 readings and the Gospel Reading: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale use,
provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and Seasons,
copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
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| BLESSED TO BLESS 1

SERVING TODAY: 9:30 AM
ACOLYTE
LECTOR Sue Boggs

WORSHIP ASSISTANT Tawnya Combs

ALTAR GUILD for June includes Dianna Marusko, Carolyn Hanzel,
Cindy Bell, and Sue Ross.

PRAYER CONCERNS:

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Terry,
Doug, Dennis, Barry, Marsha, Kris, Ray, Mike, Jill, Bill, Carl, Frank,
April, Joanne, Janet, Jocelyn, Rivers, Kevin, Laura, and Olivia.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Al Danilko by
Marsha and Nick Danilko, and Megan Zobb.

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any
time by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer
cards in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate. If for
whatever reason you do not want your name listed but would like
to be on the prayer list, just let us know when you make your
request.

INDEPENDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM does not notify the church of
member admissions. Please notify the pastor or call the church office if
you or your loved one is hospitalized.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE last Sunday morning was 81.

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the
Education Building, down the hall from the Library.

PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION: Pastor Chris Combs may
be reached either by calling the church office at 724-834-1457, by email
at PastorChris@felchurch.org or by calling or texting his cell phone at
412-973-4179. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his cell
phone.

Saved by Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit

we share God’s love, through word and deed,
in service to all of God’s Children.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST:

Sunday — June 7 — Pentecost 2

Noisy Offering is for St. Vladimir / Ukraine
9:30 — Worship

Tuesday — June 9
6:00 — Council

“Gracious is the Lovd and

Wednesday — June 10 righteous; our God is
12:00 — Food From the Heart full of compassion.”
Psalm 1165

Saturday — June 13
6:00 — Worship in the Park

Picnic to follow.

Sunday — June 14 — Pentecost 3
9:30 — Worship
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SPECIAL GUEST on June 14, 2026

On June 14™, we will have a special guest. Pastor Norma Malfatti will be
joining us for worship and will be preaching. Pastor Malfatti serves as the
Senior Director for Director for Evangelical Mission Relationships in the
Christian Community and Leadership Home Area of the ELCA’s
churchwide organization.

In this role, she accompanies and equips the nearly 75 Directors for
Evangelical Mission (DEMs) across the United States and Caribbean.
Leaning into her passions for evangelism and sharing God’s love for all
people, Pastor Norma serves alongside the New Ministry Development and
Evangelism Team as they equip both DEMs and rostered and lay leaders
across the ELCA to be more effective and confident evangelists, as well as
serving on the Churchwide organization’s Synod Engagement Team.

4 'S
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VOLUNTEERS ?
NEEDED

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to set up and

clean up for our Saturday Evening Worship in
the Park. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.

7

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at 9:30 AM beginning Sunday, June 7.
There will be no Sunday Church School during the summer months. SCS
i

will resume September 13 with Rally Recreation Day.
Il Team Triva Night with others from First Lutheran.

TRV
il

Are you full of useless information that you and others
will find interesting? Come share your knowledge at

L'“u Thursday, June 18 at Pizza Sienna in Greensburg

N “ Trivia Begins at 7PM.
Dinner at 6PM. Everyone is responsible for buying

his/her own dinner.

Contact person — RSVP to Teresa Graziotto by Monday, June 8™
(724) 331 — 7134 or grazebear(@gmail.com
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First’s own Dan Krack will be returning for his fourth season at St.
Vincent Summer Theater this month. He will be playing Doc in Ken
Ludwig's farce Leading Ladies. The show runs June 9-14. Tickets are
available at stvincent.edu/summertheatre or by calling 724-537-8900

Worship in Park is back!

This summer we will once
again have worship in the
park. It will be on the 2™
and 4™ Saturdays in June,
July, and August. These
services will be at 6:00 pm.

This is casual worship in the park (or the Fellowship Hall
if necessary). Please bring your favorite camp chair and dress
for the outdoors. Hope fo see you there!

Plan to stay after worship on June 13™ for sloppy joes and other
goodies and keep an eye out for more fellowship opportunities in July
and August.
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http://stvincent.edu/summertheatre

\/H PpYy HONOR FATHER’S

\0 her With a gift to Re-member

Da v= Once again for Father's Day (June 21st) members of
the Christian Outreach Team suggest a fitting way to
honor and remember your/any father.

Re-member is a non-profit organization serving the Lakota population
living on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. Re-member was
established in 1998 to focus on ways to improve the lives on the
reservation through various building and growing projects, as well as
gathering and distributing goods to those in need. You can honor your
father(s) with a gift to Re-member in any amount. Your gift will help
provide much needed supplies to this area, considered one of the poorest
n our country.

A member of the Christian Outreach Team will be in the Education
Building after worship services on Sunday, June 7th, and Sunday, June
14th for you to make your gifts. A team member will also be available
after Worship in the Park on Saturday, June 13th. You may also make
gifts during the week through the church office. Write a check payable
to First Lutheran Church (or you can give cash). Please write Father’s
Day on the memo line and place it in an envelope and write Father’s
Day on the outside of the envelope.

Please include the following information:

Name(s) of father(s) you are honoring/remembering:

Given by:
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Zion’s Women of the ELCA invite you to join us in a
three-part Bible Study from Gather Magazine entitled “I
am Worthy.” This three-part Bible Study will help us
define who we are, what we can be, and what we do in
the world in light of our God given giftedness, identities,
and relationships. We will meet the second Wednesday
of each month: June 10, July 8, and August 12 at Zion’s
located at the corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and Second Street in
downtown Greensburg. Use the Second Street door (there 1s one step).
Doors will open at 5:30 PM for light refreshments and fellowship to be
followed by the Bible Study from 6 to 7 PM.
Each month we will collect “$Change$ for a Change” to support our
Synod Women’s Organizations (SWO) designated outreach, Reagan’s
Journey. Their mission is to meet the needs of disabled children who
require specialized equipment. They are requesting financial donations
so they can support families and assist them in acquiring what each child
needs. Bring your $change$ to be placed in a piggy bank. It will be taken
to the Fall Retreat at Lutherlyn which will then be given to the folks at
Reagan’s Journey.

Registration for Summer Camp 2026 has begun.
Please visit www.lutherlyn.com for dates, prices, details,
Lu herl n and registration.
[T First time campers get $100 off with coupon code
“FIRST”.
Visit lutherlyn.com/first for details.
For additional information, contact the camp office at 724-865-2161 or
registrar@lutherlyn.com.

First Lutheran offers Camperships to help defray the cost of camp.
Register with Lutherlyn, then let the church office know to send the
campership to Lutherlyn.
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Trex Recycling Challenge
Plastic Patrol

Everyone is now a part of the Plastic Patrol of First Lutheran Church.
Keep bringing in your plastic bags, etc. so we can keep it out of our
landfills and get a *chance(s) each quarter to win a Trex bench for our
park.

Totals to date:

Oct-Dec. 2025 166 pounds

Jan-Mar. 2026 253 pounds

Apr — Jun 2026 131 pounds (as of May 13, 2026)

Grand total to date: 550 pounds
In the current quarter, we need another 119 pounds by June 30" to get 1

entry in a random drawing to win a bench or another 369 pounds for 2
entries, etc.

LET’S KEEP RECYCLING THAT PLASTIC!!!

*for each 250 pounds of plastic collected per quarter, one entry into a
random drawing to win and choose a bench or one of 4 other prizes.
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