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 FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH            
246 South Main Street 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania 

724-834-1457 
 

Office hours:  Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

                             

    office@felchurch.org 

 
 

 

Chris Combs                                  Pastor 

Marvin J. Huls                                   Director of Music 
 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 
We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing and 

life-giving grace of God. In this place we discover the truth of 

which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

 

We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God for 

His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and hopeful 

that you will be among us when we gather again. 
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

June 23, 2024  

9:30 AM 

       

THE WORSHIP SERVICE 
          
 The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal 

preparation for the worship of God. 

 
 

 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude      
 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of 

preparation. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 

Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 

grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

 The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness. 
  

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 

minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 

to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn       “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”      #756 
 

1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 

 whose arm has bound the restless wave, 

 who bade the mighty ocean deep 

 its own appointed limits keep: 

 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

 for those in peril on the sea. 
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2 O Savior, whose almighty word 

 the winds and waves submissive heard, 

 who walked upon the foaming deep, 

 and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 

 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

 for those in peril on the sea. 
 

3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 

 upon the chaos dark and rude, 

 and bid its angry tumult cease, 

 and give, for wild confusion, peace: 

 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

 for those in peril on the sea. 
 

4 O Trinity of love and pow'r, 

 all trav'lers guard in danger's hour 

 from rock and tempest, fire, and foe, 

 protect them wheresoe'er they go; 

 thus evermore shall rise to thee 

 glad hymns and praise from land and sea. 

  
 

 

 

 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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This Is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

O God of creation, eternal majesty, you preside over land and sea, 

sunshine, and storm. By your strength pilot us, by your power 

preserve us, by your wisdom instruct us, and by your hand protect 

us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 

The assembly is seated. 

                                WORD  
 

  First Reading    Job 38:1-11 

1The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

 2“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

 3Gird up your loins like a man, 

  I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
 

    4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

  Tell me, if you have understanding. 

 5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

  Or who stretched the line upon it? 

 6On what were its bases sunk, 

  or who laid its cornerstone 

 7when the morning stars sang together 

  and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 
 

 8“Or who shut in the sea with doors 

  when it burst out from the womb?— 

 9when I made the clouds its garment, 

  and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
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 10and prescribed bounds for it, 

  and set bars and doors, 

 11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

  and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?” 

 

The Word of the Lord.    R/Thanks be to God! 

 
  Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32          (Read Responsively)          

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 

 2Let the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim 

  that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe, 

 3gathering them in | from the lands; 

  from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the 

south. 

 23Some went down to the | sea in ships, 

  plying their trade | in deep waters.  

 24They beheld the works | of the LORD, 

  God’s wonderful works | in the deep. 

 25Then God spoke, and a stormy | wind arose, 

  which tossed high the waves | of the sea. 

 26They mounted up to the heavens and descended | to the depths; 

  their souls melted away | in their peril. 

 27They staggered and | reeled like drunkards, 

  and all their skill was of | no avail. 

 28Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD, 

  and you delivered them from | their distress. 

 29You stilled the storm | to a whisper 

  and silenced the waves | of the sea.  

 30Then were they glad when | it grew calm, 

  when you guided them to the harbor | they desired. 

 31Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your | steadfast love 

  and your wonderful works | for all people. 

 32Let them exalt you in the assembly | of the people; 

  in the council of the elders, let them sing | hallelujah!  
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Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the 

grace of God in vain. 2For he says, 

 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We 

are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found 

with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended 

ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, 

hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 

nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of 

spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 

weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor 

and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as 

impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as 

dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as 

sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 

having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

 11We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open 

to you. 12There is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. 13In 

return—I speak as to children—open wide your hearts also. 
 

 

The Word of the Lord.    R/Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia. Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of 

salvation. Alleluia.  
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Gospel         Mark 4: 35-41 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark the fourth chapter. 

R/ Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

35When evening had come, [Jesus said to the disciples,] “Let us go 

across to the other side.” 36And leaving the crowd behind, they took 

him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with 

him. 37A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so 

that the boat was already being swamped. 38But he was in the stern, 

asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, 

do you not care that we are perishing?” 39He woke up and rebuked the 

wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and 

there was a dead calm. 40He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have 

you still no faith?” 41And they were filled with great awe and said to 

one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 

him?” 

 

P/The Gospel of the Lord. R/ Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 

 

 

Youth Sermon  
 

 

Sermon  
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Hymn         “When Peace like a River”   #785 
 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

 when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

 whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

 it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Refrain 

 It is well (it is well) 

 with my soul, (with my soul,) 

 it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

 let this blest assurance control, 

 that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

 and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain 

 

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

 my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

 is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

 

4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 

 the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

 the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

 even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ Creed  

 

With the whole church we confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of the Church    
To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will refresh 

our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by starting with a 

clean slate. We understand that many people will continue to need prayer 

beyond the length of one month. If you wish to continue to have someone 

listed in the bulletin for public prayer, please call the office by the last 

Wednesday of the month. 
 

We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, 

and our world. 
 

At each petition,  

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these words. 

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the 

power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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The Peace     
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of 

the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace and may 

say Peace be with you or similar words. 

The assembly is seated.  

      

 

 

THE MEAL 

Offerings may be placed in the plates as they are passed. You can utilize 

your regular envelopes or the gold envelopes in the pews. You can also 

utilize our new online giving tool through Tithe.ly by visiting 

felchurch.org or utilize the QR code here:  
 

Checks can also be mailed to: First Lutheran, 246 S. Main 

Street, Greensburg, PA 15601. 
 

Thank you for your generous support of First’s Ministry. 
 

(Children, please bring your offering to the front of the church 

and place it in the “Thank You Jesus” Jar.) 

 

 

Offertory     
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Offertory Response: 

 
 

 

 

Offertory Prayer      (in unison) 
 

Let us pray.  

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open 

your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we 

may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

The presiding minister continues, using one of the following. 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come, 

taste, and see that the Lord is good. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNION 
  

All who wish to receive the body and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness 

of their sins and the nourishment of their lives are welcome.  

It is not necessary to be a member of First Lutheran to receive the 

sacrament.  
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For those receiving the sacrament please note the following: 

Communion is at the rail for those who desire.  
 

• We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before 

coming forward for communion. 

• As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray. 

• The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.  

• We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily 

between family units. 

• For those who need gluten free or grape juice, please tell the Pastor 

or assistant during the distribution. 

• Cups can be placed in the trays near each side aisle as you return to 

your pew. 

• For those who would like to receive communion, but are not 

comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that the 

Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you. 

 

The assembly may be seated.  
 

 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 
  

 

After all have received, 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep                     

you in his grace. Amen.  
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Prayer after Communion 
The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion. 
 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and 

nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of 

Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to 

proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

Hymn  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”    #632 
            

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

 our hope for years to come, 

 our shelter from the stormy blast, 

 and our eternal home: 
 

2 Under the shadow of your throne 

 your saints have dwelt secure; 

 sufficient is your arm alone, 

 and our defense is sure. 
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3 Before the hills in order stood 

 or earth received its frame, 

 from everlasting you are God, 

 to endless years the same. 
 

4 A thousand ages in your sight 

 are like an evening gone, 

 short as the watch that ends the night 

 before the rising sun. 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

bears all our years away; 

 they fly forgotten, as a dream 

 dies at the op'ning day. 
 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

 our hope for years to come, 

 still be our guard while troubles last 

 and our eternal home. 

 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress under license #SB144012. 

First 2 readings and the Gospel Reading:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division 

of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale 

use, provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and 

Seasons, copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. 



 

20 

 

 
 

SERVING TODAY: 
 

ACOLYTE is Molly Boggs. 
 

LECTOR is Mark Barnhart. 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT is Dianna Marusko.  
 

SERVING IN JUNE: 
 

ALTAR GUILD for June includes Dianna Marusko, Carolyn Hanzel, 

and Sue Ross. 

 

 

SUMMER SOLOISTS:       

June 30         Heather Nabuda, soprano 

        July 7             Marvin & Shirley Huls, piano duets   

        July 14            Michele Boulet, flute 

July 21      Josh Beck, jazz piano  

August 25 Marc Tourre (baritone) 

        August 11       Crystal Stryker & Rick Carson, vocal duet 

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“As Servants of Jesus Christ, we strive to impact our 

families, neighbors, and the world by sharing our faith, 

empowered by God’s Grace” 

Developed by Church Council 

October 2016 

 

BLESSED TO BLESS 
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PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Terry, 

Joyce, Cullen, Doug, Gavin, Dennis, Mike and his family, Julie and her 

family, Willis, Connie, Caroline, Mark, Larry, Christopher, Nikkell, 

Dean, Bobbie, Debbie, Judy, Sandy, Ted, Jeff, Jan, Betty, Lisa, Karen, 

Sharyn, Harry, Wendy, Sherrie, Darcy, and Debbie. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Teresa Grove by the 

women at FFTH. 

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any 

time by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer 

cards in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate. If for 

whatever reason you do not want your name listed but would like 

to be on the prayer list, just let us know when you make your 

request. 
 

INDEPENDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM (formerly Excela Health) 

does not notify the church of member admissions. Please notify the 

pastor or call the church office if you or your loved one is hospitalized. 
 

Stewardship Snippets  
We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. 

There is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In return—I 

speak as to children—open wide your hearts also.” – 2 Corinthians 6:11-

13 

The give-and-take of relationships rarely stays continually in perfect 50/50 

balance, but rather shifts constantly. Sometimes we give more, and 

sometimes we need more from others. But in healthy, holy relationships, it 

balances out in the long run.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Every good gift and every                                             

perfect gift is from above….”  

            James 1:17 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
 

THANKS to Rob Lynch for serving as organist today. 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE Word and Sacrament at 9:30 AM. 

No Sunday School. 

ATTENDANCE last Sunday was 93. 

TEN COMMANDMENTS BIBLE STUDY Monday, June 24, 1:30 and 

6:00 PM. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will open at 10:00 AM Tuesday, June 25. 

FOOD FROM THE HEART Wednesday lunch continues as a BROWN 

BAG lunch provided from 12 to 12:45 PM. Lunches will be available for 

pick up by people walking at the gate to the park and to those driving at 

the basement door on Bononi Way (alley behind the church).  

PROPERTY Wednesday, 6:30 PM. 

NEWSLETTER FOLDING Thursday, June 27 at 10:00 AM. 

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the 

Education Building, down the hall from the Library. 

PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION:  Pastor Chris Combs may 

be reached either by calling the church office at 724-834-1457, by email 

at PastorChris@felchurch.org or by calling or texting his cell phone at 

412-973-4179. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his cell 

phone. 
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SUMMER FOOD DRIVE 
  

During the summer months, the Christian Outreach Committee will be 

collecting nonperishable items for our Emergency Food Cupboard. 

These items will be used to assist many individuals and families in our 

community. 

 

 June is  “Protein Month.”   Suggested items are: 

  Peanut Butter 

  Canned meats (tuna, chicken, etc.) 

  Beans 

  

July is  “Carb Month.”   Suggested items are:  

  Pasta / pasta sauce 

  Pouch / Box sides  (pasta/rice/potato/stuffing, etc.)   

  Mac & Cheese  

  Crackers (saltines, etc.) 

  

August is  “Canned Food Month.”   Items especially needed are: 

  Soup  

  Fruit 

  Canned pasta (SpaghettiOs, etc.) 

  

A box is located in the education building foyer for your donations.  

  

Please check the expiration dates before donating, as we cannot 

distribute expired items in the Emergency Food bags.  

 Thank you! 
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Youth & Family Event @ Statler’s Fun Center  

When: Sunday July 14th at 12:30 PM 

Where: Statler’s Fun Center  

386 Frye Farm Road,  

Greensburg, PA 

(No food or drinks will be provided at this event.) 

Package 1:   Mini Golf only -  $5.00  

                        Kids 5 & under  -  $3.00 

Package 2:  Single Kart & Mini Golf - $10                                   

Children must be at least 10 years old and 57" tall to drive by 

themselves. 

Package 3: Double Karts & Mini Golf - $11                                

Available for smaller Children to ride with an adult. Must be 18 years 

old to drive. Kids must be at least 36” tall to ride as a passenger. 

 

  Please have reservations and money to the Church by July 7th. 

 

 

  

Name ______________________________________________ 

  
Phone # ____________________________________________ 

 

Packages         Quantity                         $ Total  

Package 1:  _________  x $ 5.00  = ________ 

5 yrs.& younger      _________  x $ 3.00  = ________ 

  

Package 2:   _________  x $10.00 = ________ 

  

Package 3:   _________  x  $11.00 = ________ 


