FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
246 South Main Street

Greensburg, Pennsylvania
724-834-1457

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 am — 3:00 pm

office@felchurch.org

Chris Combs Pastor
Marvin J. Huls Director of Music

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing and
life-giving grace of God. In this place we discover the truth of
which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there 1s a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has

become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17).

We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God for
His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and hopeful
that you will be among us when we gather again.
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

June 14, 2026
9:30 AM

THE WORSHIP SERVICE

The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal
preparation for the worship of God.

GATHERING

Prelude My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
(arr. Robert Powell) Michele Boulet, flute

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of
preparation.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,

and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn  “In Christ Called to Baptize” #575

1 In Christ called to baptize,
we witness to grace
and gather a people
from each land and race.
In deep, flowing waters,
we share in Christ's death,
then, rising to new life,
give thanks with each breath.
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2 In Christ called to banquet,
one table we share,

a haven of welcome,

a circle of care.

Although we are many,

we share in one bread.

One cup of thanksgiving
proclaims Christ, our head.

3 In Christ called to witness,
by grace we will preach
the life-giving gospel;
God's love we will teach.
By grace may our living
give proof to our praise

in costly compassion
reflecting Christ's ways.

4  Unite us, anoint us,

O Spirit of love,

for you are within us,
around us, above.
Equip us for service
with gifts you bestow.
In Christ is our calling.
In Christ may we grow.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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This Is the Feast
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Prayer of the Day
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us
to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with
joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully
proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, and
Lord. Amen

The assembly is seated.

WORD
First Reading Exodus 19:2-8a

?[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of
Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the
mountain.’ Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the
mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the
Israelites: * You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. > Now therefore, if you
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured
possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, ° but
you shall be for me a realm of priests and a holy nation. These are the
words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before
them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. % The people all
answered as one: “Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.”

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!
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Psalm 100 (Read Responsively)

! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, | all you lands!
2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence | with a song.
3 Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom ' we belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep ' of God’s pasture.
*Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the | courts with
praise; give thanks and bless God’s | holy name.
>Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is | everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from | age to age.

Second Reading Romans 5:1-8

'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace
in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of
God. * And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance, * and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, > and hope does not disappoint us, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us.

% For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. " Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. ® But it is
proof of God’s own love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ
died for us.

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. The Kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe
in the good news. Alleluia.




Gospel Matthew 9:35-10:8-23

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the ninth chapter.
R/ Glory to you, O Lord.

33 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the dominion of heaven,
and curing every disease and every sickness. *® When he saw the crowds,
he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd. ¥’ Then he said to his disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; *® therefore ask the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers for the harvesting.”

101 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every
sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also
known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his
brother John; ° Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; * Simon the
Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

> These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, ° but
go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim
the good news, ‘The dominion of heaven has come near.” ® Cure the sick,
raise the dead, cleanse those with leprosy, cast out demons. You received
without payment; give without payment. [* Take no gold, or silver, or
copper in your belts, '°no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals,
or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. ! Whatever town or village you
enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. '? As
you enter the house, greet it. '° If the house is worthy, let your peace
come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 4 If
anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust
from your feet as you leave that house or town. '° Truly I tell you, it will
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of
judgment than for that town.
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16«See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so
be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. !” Beware of them, for they
will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; '8 and
you will be dragged before governors and rulers because of me, as a
testimony to them and the Gentiles. ' When they hand you over, do not
worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you
are to say will be given to you at that time; 2 for it is not you who speak,
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 2! “Brother and sister
will betray one another to death, and the parent the child, and children
will rise against parents and have them put to death; ** and you will be
hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will
be saved. 2 When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for
truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel
before the Son-of-Man comes.”]

P/The Gospel of the Lord. R/ Praise to you, O Christ.

Youth Sermon

Sermon

Hymn “This Is My Father’s World” #824

1  This is my Father's world,
and to my list'ning ears
all nature sings, and round me rings
the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world;
I rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
his hand the wonders wrought.

( 1
L ° J




2 This is my Father's world;
the birds their carols raise;
the morning light, the lily white,
declare their maker's praise.
This is my Father's world;
he shines in all that's fair.
In the rustling grass I hear him pass;
he speaks to me ev'rywhere.

3  This is my Father's world;
oh, let me not forget
that, though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father's world;
why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is king, let heaven ring;
God reigns, let earth be glad!

APOSTLES’ Creed

With the whole church we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church

To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will refresh
our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by starting with a
clean slate. We understand that many people will continue to need
prayer beyond the length of one month. If you wish to continue to have
someone listed in the bulletin for public prayer, please call the office by
the last Wednesday of the month.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the
needs of the world.

At each petition,
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these words.
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

The Peace

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of
the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may
say Peace be with you or similar words.
The assembly is seated.
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THE MEAL

Offerings may be placed in the plates as they are passed. You can utilize
your regular envelopes or the gold envelopes in the pews. You can also
utilize our new online giving tool through Tithe.ly by visiting
felchurch.org or utilize the QR code here:

Checks can also be mailed to: First Lutheran, 246 S. Main
Street, Greensburg, PA 15601.

Thank you for your generous support of First’s Ministry.

(Children, please bring your offering to the front of the church
and place it in the “Thank You Jesus” Jar.)

Offertory Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
(Hymn #712, arr. Anne Krentz Organ)
Michele Boulet, flute

Offertory Response:
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Offertory Prayer  (in unison)

Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the
vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs
of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and 1n all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

Thanksgiving at the Table

The presiding minister continues, using one of the following.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

14
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come,
taste, and see that the Lord 1s good.

COMMUNION

All baptized who wish to receive the body and blood of Jesus for the
forgiveness of their sins and the nourishment of their lives are welcome.
It is not necessary to be a member of First Lutheran to receive the
sacrament.

For those receiving the sacrament please note the following:
Communion s at the rail for those who desire.

o We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before
coming forward for communion.

e As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray.

o The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.

o We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily
between family units.

o For those who need gluten free or grape juice, please tell the Pastor
or assistant during the distribution.

o Cups can be placed in the trays near each side aisle as you return to
your pew.

o For those who would like to receive communion, but are not
comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that the
Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you.

The assembly may be seated.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond Amen.
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After all have received,

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion.

Let us pray.
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for
sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy

Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we

will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us 1n mission to the world.

Blessing

The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace. = Amen.

Hymn  “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” #771

1 God, who stretched the spangled heavens
infinite in time and place,
flung the suns in burning radiance
through the silent fields of space:
we, your children in your likeness,
share inventive pow'rs with you;
great Creator, still creating,
show us what we yet may do.
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2 We have ventured worlds undreamed of
since the childhood of our race;
known the ecstasy of winging
through untraveled realms of space;
probed the secrets of the atom,
yielding unimagined pow'r,
facing us with life's destruction
or our most triumphant hour.

3 As each far horizon beckons,
may it challenge us anew:
children of creative purpose,
serving others, hon'ring you.
May our dreams prove rich with promise;
each endeavor well begun;
great Creator, give us guidance
till our goals and yours are one.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress
under license #SB144012.

First 2 readings and the Gospel Reading: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale use,
provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and Seasons,
copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
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| BLESSED TO BLESS 1

SERVING TODAY: 9:30 AM
ACOLYTE Robbie Jefferson
LECTOR Bob Errett

WORSHIP ASSISTANT Rebecca Brunetta

ALTAR GUILD for June includes Dianna Marusko, Carolyn Hanzel,
Cindy Bell, and Sue Ross.

PRAYER CONCERNS:

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Terry,
Doug, Dennis, Barry, Marsha, Kris, Ray, Mike, Jill, Bill, Carl, Frank,
April, Joanne, Janet, Jocelyn, Rivers, Kevin, Laura, Olivia, Judy, Patty,
Hollie, and Lisa.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of our parents by Bobbie
and Sam Laciak.

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any
time by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer
cards in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate. If for
whatever reason you do not want your name listed but would like
to be on the prayer list, just let us know when you make your
request.

INDEPENDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM does not notify the church of
member admissions. Please notify the pastor or call the church office if
you or your loved one is hospitalized.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

THANKS to Michele Boulet for her musical selections today.
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE last Sunday morning was 62.

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the
Education Building, down the hall from the Library.

PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION: Pastor Chris Combs may
be reached either by calling the church office at 724-834-1457, by email
at PastorChris@felchurch.org or by calling or texting his cell phone at
412-973-4179. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his cell
phone.

Saved by Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit

we share God’s love, through word and deed,
in service to all of God’s Children.

THE WESTMORELAND SYMPHONY presents Sunday Sessions,
“Broadway Sings!” featuring vocalists Rich and Katy Williams at 2:00 PM
today at Zion’s Lutheran Church on Pennsylvania Avenue. Admission is
$20 at the door.

FOOD BANK DISTRIBUTION is this Thursday. Assistance 1s needed
around 7:30 AM to help with the set-up and the need for assistance
increases at 8:00 AM to unload the truck and prepare for distribution. If
you can lend a hand on Thursday morning, your effort will be greatly
appreciated.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to set up and
clean up for our Saturday Evening Worship in the
Park. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.
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ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at 9:30 AM beginning Sunday, June 7.
There will be no Sunday Church School during the summer months. SCS
will resume September 13 with Rally Recreation Day.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST:

Sunday — June 14 — Pentecost 3
9:30 — Worship

Monday — June 15
Newsletter Deadline “gracious is the Lord and
Wednesday — June 17 righteous; our God is
12:00 — Food From the Heart Jull of compassion.”
Thursday — June 18 Psalm 1165
Foodbank

Sunday — June 21 — Pentecost 4
9:30 — Worship

TODAY WE WELCOME A SPECIAL GUEST

Pastor Norma Malfatti is joining us for worship and preaching this
morning. Pastor Malfatti serves as the Senior Director for Director for
Evangelical Mission Relationships in the Christian Community and
Leadership Home Area of the ELCA’s churchwide organization.

In this role, she accompanies and equips the nearly 75 Directors for
Evangelical Mission (DEMs) across the United States and Caribbean.
Leaning into her passions for evangelism and sharing God’s love for all
people, Pastor Norma serves alongside the New Ministry Development and
Evangelism Team as they equip both DEMs and rostered and lay leaders
across the ELCA to be more effective and confident evangelists, as well as
serving on the Churchwide organization’s Synod Engagement Team.
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to see you therel

——
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Worship in the Park is back!

This summer we will once
again have worship in the
park. It will be on the 2"
and 4™ Saturdays in June,

July, and August. These
services will be at 6:00 pm.
This is casual worship in the park (or the
Fellowship Hall if necessary). Please bring your
favorite camp chair and dress for the outdoors. Hope
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\/H PpYy HONOR FATHER’S

\0 her With a gift to Re-member

Da v= Once again for Father's Day (June 21st) members of
the Christian Outreach Team suggest a fitting way to
honor and remember your/any father.

Re-member is a non-profit organization serving the Lakota population
living on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. Re-member was
established in 1998 to focus on ways to improve the lives on the
reservation through various building and growing projects, as well as
gathering and distributing goods to those in need. You can honor your
father(s) with a gift to Re-member in any amount. Your gift will help
provide much needed supplies to this area, considered one of the poorest
n our country.

A member of the Christian Outreach Team will be in the Education
Building after worship services on Sunday, June 7th, and Sunday, June
14th for you to make your gifts. A team member will also be available
after Worship in the Park on Saturday, June 13th. You may also make
gifts during the week through the church office. Write a check payable
to First Lutheran Church (or you can give cash). Please write Father’s
Day on the memo line and place it in an envelope and write Father’s
Day on the outside of the envelope.

Please include the following information:

Name(s) of father(s) you are honoring/remembering:

Given by:
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Trex Recycling Challenge
Plastic Patrol

Everyone 1s now a part of the Plastic Patrol of First Lutheran Church.
Keep bringing in your plastic bags, etc. so we can keep it out of our
landfills and get a *chance(s) each quarter to win a Trex bench for our
park.

Totals to date:

Oct-Dec. 2025 166 pounds

Jan-Mar. 2026 253 pounds

Apr — Jun 2026 131 pounds (as of May 13, 2026)

Grand total to date: 550 pounds

As of June 4, 2026 we now have 192 pounds of plastic for the second
quarter bringing our overall total to 611 pounds since October 2025.

LET’S KEEP RECYCLING THAT PLASTIC!!!

*for each 250 pounds of plastic collected per quarter, one entry into a
random drawing to win and choose a bench or one of 4 other prizes.
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