FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
246 South Main Street

Greensburg, Pennsylvania
724-834-1457

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

office@felchurch.org

Chris Combs Pastor
Marvin J. Huls Director of Music

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing and
life-giving grace of God. In this place we discover the truth of
which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there 1s a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has

become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17).

We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God for
His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and hopeful
that you will be among us when we gather again.
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RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
EASTER DAY

April 5, 2026
8:15 AM & 10:45 AM

THE WORSHIP SERVICE

The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal
preparation for the worship of God.

GATHERING

Prelude “Hymn of Promise”

(Text and Music by Natalie Sleeth)
Rebecca Brunetta, soloist

In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed, an apple tree,

In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!

In the cold and snow of winter, there’s a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;
There’s a dawn in every darkness bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

In the end is our beginning; in our time, infinity.

In our doubt, there is believing; in our life, eternity.

In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the T Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of
preparation.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.
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The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,

and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Hymn “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” #365

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia.
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia.
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia.
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia.

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia.
Unto Christ our heav'nly king, Alleluia.
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia.
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia.

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia.
Our salvation have procured, Alleluia.
Now above the sky he's king, Alleluia.
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia.

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia.
Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia.

Praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia.
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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This Is the Feast

Refrain
Assisting minister
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Prayer of the Day
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from
the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live
with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

The assembly is seated.

WORD

First Reading Acts 10:34-43

34 Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, 3° but in every nation anyone who is God-fearing
and does what is right is acceptable to God. *° “You know the message
God sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—who
is Lord of all. °” That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: *® how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how Jesus went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. *® We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a

tree; **but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to

appear, *! not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the

dead. ** “Jesus commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that
he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. ** All
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!
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Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

!Give thanks to the LORD, for the ' LORD is good;
God's mercy en- | dures forever.

?Let Israel | now declare,
"God's mercy en- | dures forever."

“The LORD is my strength | and my song,
and has become | my salvation.
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the
righteous:
"The right hand of the ' LORD acts valiantly!
1The right hand of the LORD ! is exalted!
The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!"
7T shall not ! die, but live,
and declare the works ! of the LORD.
8The LORD indeed pun- ! ished me sorely,
but did not hand me o- ! ver to death.
YOpen for me the ! gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks ! to the LORD.
2"This is the gate | of the LORD;
here the righ- | teous may enter."
21T give thanks to you, for you have | answered me
and you have become | my salvation.
22The stone that the build- ! ers rejected
has become the chief ! cornerstone.
>3By the LORD has ! this been done;
it is marvelous ! in our eyes.
*4This is the day that the | LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be ! glad in it.
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Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4

Hf you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. ? Set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth, ° for you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ who is
your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

The Word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Christ, our paschal lamb, | has been sacrificed.
Therefore, let us | keep the feast. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 28:1-10

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the twenty-eighth chapter.
R/ Glory to you, O Lord.

! After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. > The appearance
of the angel was like lightning, and its clothing white as snow. * For
fear of the angel the guards shook and became as if dead. > But the
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking
for Jesus who was crucified. ® He is not here; for he has been raised, as
he said. Come, see the place where he lay. ’ Then go quickly and tell
his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message
for you.” ¥ So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran
to tell his disciples. * Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!”
And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped

him. ' Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

P/The Gospel of the Lord. R/ Praise to you, O Christ.
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Youth Sermon

Sermon

Hymn “Christ the Lord is Risen Today, Alleluia!”  #369

Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia!
Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!
Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia!
At the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia!

For the sheep, the Lamb has bled, Alleluia!
Sinless in the sinner's stead. Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia!
Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!

Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia!

God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia!

When contending death and life, Alleluia!
Met in strange and awesome strife, Alleluia!

Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia

All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia!
Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
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Nicene Creed
With the whole church we confess our faith.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the Church

To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will
refresh our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by
starting with a clean slate. We understand that many people will
continue to need prayer beyond the length of one month. If you wish
to continue to have someone listed in the bulletin for public

prayer, please call the office by the last Wednesday of the month.

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

At each petition,
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these words.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.

Amen.

The Peace

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace
of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace and
may say Peace be with you or similar words.
The assembly is seated.
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THE MEAL

Offerings may be placed in the plates as they are passed. You can utilize
your regular envelopes or the gold envelopes in the pews. You can also
utilize our new online giving tool through Tithe.ly by visiting
felchurch.org or utilize the QR code here:

Checks can also be mailed to: First Lutheran, 246 S. Main
Street, Greensburg, PA 15601.

Thank you for your generous support of First’s Ministry.

(Children, please bring your offering to the front of the church
and place it in the “Thank You Jesus” Jar.)

Offertory
8:15 “Morning Has Broken”
(arr. Royce Eckhardt, 1980)
10:45 “Now the Green Blade Rises”

(French Carol, arr. Shirley McRae;
Text, John Crum, 1872-1958)

1. Now the green blade rises from the buried grain.
Wheat that in the dark earth many days have lain.
Love lives again, that with the dead has been.

REFRAIN: Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

2. In the grave they laid him, love who had been slain,
thinking that he never would awake again.
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen. REFRAIN

3. Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain.
Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain.
Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: REFRAIN

4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain.
Jesus’ touch can call us back to life again.
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; REFRAIN
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Offertory Response:

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Offertory Prayer  (in unison)

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond
to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.
And also, with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

( 1
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It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;

who in dying has destroyed death,

and 1n rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim, and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

The presiding minister continues, using one of the following.

You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; you bring
light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence. We worship
you for our lives and for the world you give us. We thank you for the
new world to come and for the love that will rule all in all. We praise
you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, the people of your
promise: the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the
memory of the fathers, the homecoming from exile, and the prophets'
words that will not be in vain. In all this we bless you for your only
begotten Son, who fulfilled and will fulfill all your promises.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this 1s my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the
incarnation of your Son: his human birth and the covenant he made
with us. We remember the sacrifice of his life: his eating with outcasts
and sinners, and his acceptance of death. But chiefly we remember his
rising from the tomb, his ascension to the seat of power, and his
sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit. We cry out for the
resurrection of our lives when Christ will come again in beauty and
power to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in this
bread and cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, may
enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven, and may receive our
inheritance with all your saints in light.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every
place and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high
priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen

Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.

The gifts of God for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord 1s
good.

COMMUNION

All baptized who wish to receive the body and blood of Jesus for the
forgiveness of their sins and the nourishment of their lives are welcome.
It is not necessary to be a member of First Lutheran to receive the
sacrament.

For those receiving the sacrament please note the following:
Communion s at the rail for those who desire.

o We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before
coming forward for communion.

e As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray.

o The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.

o We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily
between family units.

o For those who need gluten free or grape juice, please tell the Pastor
or assistant during the distribution.

o Cups can be placed in the trays near each side aisle as you return to
your pew.

o For those who would like to receive communion, but are not
comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that the
Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond Amen.
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After all have received,

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light
to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us 1n mission to the world.

Blessing

The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.

Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Hymn “Thine Is the Glory!” #376

1. Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; endless is the vict'ry
thou o'er death hast won!

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, kept the folded
graveclothes where thy body lay.

18
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REFRAIN: Thine is the glory, risen conqu'ring Son; endless is the

vict'ry thou o'er death hast won.

2. Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb! Lovingly he greets
thee, scatters fear and gloom;

Let his church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, for the Lord
now liveth; death hath lost its sting! REFRAIN

3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; life is naught
without thee, aid us in our strife;

Make us more than conqu'rors through thy deathless love; bring us

safe through Jordan, to thy home above. REFRAIN

Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under
license #SB144012.

First two readings and the Gospel Reading: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale use,
provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and Seasons,
copyright ©2026 Augsburg Fortress.

| BLESSED TO BLESS 1

SERVING TODAY: 8:15 AM 10:45 AM
ACOLYTE Colton Boggs Owen Lenhart
LECTORS Liz Rowe Dan Krack

WORSHIP ASSISTANT Kim Woodley Rebecca Brunetta

ALTAR GUILD for April includes Roberta Laciak and Mary Caldwell.
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PRAYER CONCERNS:

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Terry,
Doug, Dennis, Barry, Marsha, Kris, Ray, Megan, Herman, Patty, Hollie,
Jeffrey, DeAnna, Carl, Heather, Susan and her family, Kathy, Falon, and
Frank.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Helen Poole by her
family.

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given in memory of Wendell and
Minerva Smith by Barry and Beverly Attenberger.

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any
time by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer
cards in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate. If for
whatever reason you do not want your name listed but would like
to be on the prayer list, just let us know when you make your
request.

INDEPENDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM (formerly Excela Health)
does not notify the church of member admissions. Please notify the
pastor or call the church office if you or your loved one is hospitalized.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

THANKS to Rebecca Brunetta, Tawnya Combs, Eric Combs, Michele
Boulet, and the Adult Choir for their musical assistance today.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE last Sunday morning was 110.

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the
Education Building, down the hall from the Library.

PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION: Pastor Chris Combs may
be reached either by calling the church office at 724-834-1457, by email
at PastorChris@felchurch.org or by calling or texting his cell phone at
412-973-4179. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his cell
phone.
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ANGEL FOOD CAKES (home baked or purchased) are needed the first
Sunday of every month for Meals on Wheels. Bring your cake to the church
office. Thank you!

: Food To stock FOOD FROM the HEART (FFTH)
BN ’?’gy cupboards we are asking for donations in the upcoming
&= months:

April chicken broth, beef broth, or creamed soups

May canned fruits, canned vegetables, or apple sauce

THIS WEEK AT FIRST:

Sunday — April 5 — Easter Sunday

Noisy Offering
8:15 — Worship “God’s wrath is short;

10:00 — Choir God’s favor lasts a lifetime..”

10:45 — Worship Psalm 305
Tuesday — April 7

6:00 — Executive
Wednesday — April 8

12:00 — Food From the Heart
Thursday — April 9
7:00 —Ruth Circle

Sunday — April 12 — Second Sunday of Easter

Java Table will be open.
8:15 — Worship
9:00 — Continental Breakfast
9:30 — Sunday School

10:45 — Worship

21
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Saved by Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit

we share God’s love, through word and deed,
in service to all of God’s Children.

Ruth Circle invites all women of the congregation to join us

gol‘ii lvl} il at our meeting THURSDAY APRIL 9" at 7:00 PM in the
Ged church parlor. We will be sharing an evening of fellowship
like and always delicious dessert. Please plan to share your

Ruth S

]

evening with us.

2026 LENTEN
CONGREGATIONAL PROJECT

),

A collection of clean, gently used clothing will

s i\
i occur from the 18" of February through Easter

Gods
w Hand
Sunday, to again be donated to the Community

Clothes Closet at the Free Methodist Church in Greensburg. Clothing

can be dropped off on or beneath the table on the bathroom side of
the Fellowship Hall.

The Community Clothes Closet plays an important role in providing
clothing to the county’s children who have been displaced from their
homes, often suddenly. This is where the Closet’s greatest need lies. To
assist with that need, a monetary collection will occur at the same time.
If you find your closets are bare of unwanted clothing, consider a
donation to help these children. Donations can be made via the yellow
envelopes in the pews, with the designation Community Clothes Closet.

VOLUNTEERS are needed to help sort the clothing collected
for our Lenten Project. We will meet on Saturday, April 11,
2026, at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you!
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Congregational Survey

Church Council has received questions about Worship and Worship
times here at First. We are now trying to get a better understanding of
what is important to our members regarding worship. Please provide
your feedback and note that we are looking for individual responses
(we ask each member in a family to provide feedback). If you need
additional copies of the survey, you may make copies, pick up copies

in the office, in the Sanctuary, or they can be downloaded from the
website. Hardcopies can be returned to the office or placed in the
offering plates on Sunday Morning. You may also e-mail them back
to pastorchris@felchurch.org

Please return your surveys by April 26, 2026.

Again, we are seeking information at this time. There are currently
no plans for any changes to our Service or Sunday School times.

SPRING TEA

Join us on April 25, 2026, at 1:00PM for Otterbein United Methodist
Church’s Spring Tea fundraiser.

There will be lots of fun, delicious food, and live musical entertainment.
In addition, there will be a silent auction with lots of options including
golf passes, gift cards for local establishments, Steeler memorabilia, and
more! Call Otterbein United Methodist Church Office at 724-834-4060
for tickets. Ticket cost is $25. Bring a friend and come out for a time of
fun and fellowship.
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2 APRIL NOISY OFFERING is for
2:\\ CAMP AGAPE

Camp Agape is an outdoor ministry of the Lutheran
Church, providing summer camping programs and
retreat facilities. Located in southwestern Pennsylvania
approximately 35 miles southwest of Pittsburgh, Camp Agape has over
250 acres of rolling hills, fields, and forest. The natural setting allows
you to enjoy the beauty and wonder of God's creation while experiencing
an intentional Christian community.

A place where God’s children from 5 to 95 come to learn about
themselves, the world in which we live, and our God who created and
creates all; a place where children come to explore and experience
talents they don’t know they have, skills they start to develop, confidence
they gain to face the world to which they return, affirmation they receive
that God loves them as they are and encourages them to grow into what
they can become.

Admission is on a first-come, first-served basis, and provided
regardless of race, sex, color, religious affiliation (you don’t have to be
Lutheran to attend Agape), national origin, or handicap condition.
Contact: PO Box 115; 72 Agape Road; Hickory, PA 15340

SWPA LDR — Upcoming Mission Trip

Youth — Save the Date — plans are being made for a trip to
Johnstown, PA on July 5-8. This trip will end with a celebration with
a group of youth coming from the Nebraska Synod to work in the
Pittsburgh area. Registrations are open now and need to be
completed by May 1.

If you are interested in this trip, please reach out to Pr. Chris for
additional information.
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH is participating in the NexTrex Recycling
Challenge. Before December 31, 2026, we hope to collect 1000 pounds
of plastic bags. This plastic will be recycled into decking boards and First
can earn a park bench made of these boards. There are collection bins
located in the Fellowship Hall, Education Building, and the Narthex for
you to deposit your clean, dry, and free of food residue plastic bags.

Since October 2025, 419 pounds of plastic have been deposited and taken
to Westmoreland Cleanways for recycling.

Do Not Include:

Frozen food bags, candy wrappers, chip bags, net or mesh bags, mulch or
soil bags, degradable/compostable bags/film, pre-washed salad mix bags,
pet food bags, hot dog or meat wrap packaging, six-pack rings, PPE
gloves, masks or protective wear, pool covers, lamination film, silage and
hay bags, vinyl shower curtains or table cloths, bedding or linen
packaging, shiny, crinkly film like floral wrap or backyard ice rinks.

“Congratulations on collecting 250 pounds of plastic film (in the first
quarter of 2026)! Trex is proud to recognize and celebrate the
incredible effort you've all put in. Your dedication and collaboration not
only help us secure a valuable raw material for our composite decking
and railing products but also keeps this material out of your local
landfill a win win for both sustainability and innovation.”

“Thank you again for your outstanding contributions. We're excited to
see how far you'll go in the next phase of the program!”

Warm regards, Trex
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