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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
246 South Main Street 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania 

724-834-1457 
 

Office hours:  Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

office@felchurch.org 

 
 

Chris Combs                 Pastor  

Marvin J. Huls              Director of Music 

 
 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!   
 
We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing and life 

giving grace of God.  In this place we discover the truth of which the Bible 

speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

 

We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God for His 

abiding presence that goes with you this week, and hopeful that you will 

be among us when we gather again. 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
January 21, 2024 

8:15 AM & 10:45 AM 

       

THE WORSHIP SERVICE 
          

The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal 

preparation for the worship of God. 

 

GATHERING   
 

 
 

Prelude    Praise and Thanksgiving / Morning Has Broken  

(arr. Thomas Keesecker)     
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

The congregation stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign 

that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

        In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    

        Amen. 

 

         God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,    

         turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of  

         your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your  

         forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior  

         and Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 

free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name.   Amen. 
 

 

 The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness with these or      

similar words. 
  
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,     

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and  

ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I  

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in  

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

Amen.             

                    

The assembly stands.  The service continues with a gathering song. 
  

 

Hymn    “O Jesus, I Have Promised”      #810 
 

1 O Jesus, I have promised 

 to serve you to the end; 

 remain forever near me, 

 my master and my friend. 

 I shall not fear the battle 

 if you are by my side, 

 nor wander from the pathway 

 if you will be my guide. 
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2 Oh, let me feel you near me; 

 the world is ever near. 

 I see the sights that dazzle, 

 the tempting sounds I hear. 

 My foes are ever near me, 

 around me and within; 

 but, Jesus, then draw nearer 

 to shield my soul from sin. 
 

3 Oh, let me hear you speaking 

 in accents clear and still 

 above the storms of passion, 

 the murmurs of self-will. 

 Now speak to reassure me, 

 to hasten or control; 

 now speak and make me listen, 

 O Guardian of my soul. 
 

4 O Jesus, you have promised 

 to all who follow you 

 that where you are in glory 

 your servant shall be too. 

 And Jesus, I have promised 

 to serve you to the end; 

 oh, give me grace to follow, 

 my master and my friend. 

 
 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

 

 

 



 5 

 

Hymn of Praise:  “This is the Feast” 
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Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your 

service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your 

call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
  

The congregation may be seated. 
 

 

WORD 

First Reading    Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, 

go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell 

you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of 

the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ 

walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And 

he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 

proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

 

 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 

ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he 

would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  R/Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm 62:5-12    (Read responsively) 

 5For God alone I | wait in silence; 

  truly, my hope | is in God. 

 6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 

  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 
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 7In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 

  God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 

 8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 

  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge.  

 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate 

can- | not be trusted. 

  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 

 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 

  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 

 11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 

  that power be- | longs to God. 

 12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 

  for you repay all according | to their deeds.  

 

Second Reading   1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now 

on, let even those who have wives be as though they had none, 30and 

those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who 

rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though 

they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though 

they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is 

passing away. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  R/Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Alleluia. The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent, and believe in the good news. Alleluia.  

 

 Gospel  Mark 1:14-20 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter. 

R/ Glory to you, O Lord.   
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14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 

good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 

of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 

16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus 

said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And 

immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little 

farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in 

their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left 

their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 

P/The Gospel of the Lord.   R/ Praise to you, O Christ.    
 

Youth Sermon (10:45 AM) 
 
 

Sermon  
 

 

 Hymn    “Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult”           #696 
 

1 Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 

 of our life's wild, restless sea, 

 day by day his clear voice sounding, 

 saying, "Christian, follow me": 
 

2 As of old Saint Andrew heard it 

 by the Galilean lake, 

 turned from home and toil and kindred, 

 leaving all for Jesus' sake.   
 

3 Jesus calls us from the worship 

 of the vain world's golden store, 

 from each idol that would keep us, 

 saying, "Christian, love me more." 
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4 In our joys and in our sorrows, 

 days of toil and hours of ease, 

 still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 

 "Christian, love me more than these." 
 

5 Jesus calls us! By your mercy, 

 Savior, may we hear your call, 

 give our hearts to your obedience, 

 serve and love you best of all. 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED    
   

With the whole church we confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

   

The service continues with the prayers of intercession 
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Prayers of the Church    
To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will refresh 

our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by starting with a clean 

slate.  We understand that many people will continue to need prayer 

beyond the length of one month.  If you wish to continue to have someone 

listed in the bulletin for public prayer, please call the office by the last 

Wednesday of the month. 
 

 

A brief silence. 

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s 

blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 

 

At each petition, 

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these or similar words. 
  

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 

silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen 
 

 

The Peace   
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of 

the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may 

say Peace be with you or similar words. 

 

The assembly is seated.    
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THE MEAL 
Offering  

Offerings may be placed in the plates as they are passed. You can utilize 

your regular envelopes or the gold envelopes in the pews. You can also 

utilize our new online giving tool through Tithe.ly by visiting 

felchurch.org or utilize the QR code here:  

 

Checks can also be mailed to: First Lutheran, 246 S. Main 

Street, Greensburg, PA 15601. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of First’s Ministry. 

 

(Children, please bring your offering to the front of the church 

and place it in the “Thank You Jesus” Jar.) 
 

 

 

OFFERTORY:    

8:15     I Need Thee Every Hour  (arr. Penny Rodriguez) 
 

       10:45             The Kingdom of the Lord  

(Words and Music by Natalie Sleeth) 
 

If you would my disciple be, take up your cross and follow me, and 

together we will bring in the kingdom of the Lord. 

If you would set the world aright, then walk with me and seek the 

light, and together we will bring in the kingdom of the Lord. 

Where peace shall reign from shore to shore, and love will triumph 

evermore. 

So come with me and find the way.  It lies before us day by day, 

and together we will bring in the kingdom of the Lord. 
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Offertory Response: “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”          # 182  

 
 

Offertory Prayer      (in unison) 

Let us pray. 
 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open 

your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we 

may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and Lord. 

Amen. 
  

Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The presiding minister continues: 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
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and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.     Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
The gifts of God for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord is 

good.  
 

COMMUNION 
  

All who wish to receive the body and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness 

of their sins and the nourishment of their lives are welcome.  

It is not necessary to be a member of First Lutheran to receive the 

sacrament.   
 

For those receiving the sacrament please note the following: 

Communion is at the rail for those who desire.   

• We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before 

coming forward for communion 

• As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray. 

• The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.   

• We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily 

between family units. 

• Cups can be placed in the receptacles near each side aisle as you 

return to your pew. 

• For those who would like to receive communion, but are not 

comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that the 

Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you. 

 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 
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After all have received, 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep                     

you in his grace. Amen.  
  
 

Prayer after Communion 
The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, 

with this bread of life and cup of salvation 

you have united us with Christ, 

making us one with all your people. 

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen 

 

SENDING 

Blessing 

The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn    “I Love to Tell the Story”          #661 

1 I love to tell the story 

 of unseen things above, 

 of Jesus and his glory, 

 of Jesus and his love. 

 I love to tell the story, 

 because I know it's true; 

 it satisfies my longings 

 as nothing else would do. 
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Refrain 

 I love to tell the story; 

 'twill be my theme in glory 

 to tell the old, old story 

 of Jesus and his love. 

 

2 I love to tell the story: 

 how pleasant to repeat 

 what seems, each time I tell it, 

 more wonderfully sweet! 

 I love to tell the story, 

 for some have never heard 

 the message of salvation 

 from God's own holy word.  Refrain 

 

3 I love to tell the story, 

 for those who know it best 

 seem hungering and thirsting 

 to hear it like the rest. 

 And when, in scenes of glory, 

 I sing the new, new song, 

 I'll sing the old, old story 

 that I have loved so long.  Refrain 
            

Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under 

license #SB144012. 

First 2 readings and the Gospel Reading:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

 

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale use, 

provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and Seasons, 

copyright ©2024 Augsburg Fortress. 
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SERVING TODAY: 
 

ACOLYTES are Aaron Woodley and Corrina Vuick. 
 

LECTORS are Kevin Reilly and Shirley Huls. 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT is Carolyn Hanzel. 
 

SERVING IN JANUARY: 
 

ALTAR GUILD for January includes Bev Attenberger and Shirley 

Huls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 BLESSED TO BLESS  BLESSED TO BLESS 

CONGREGATION DINNER / MEETING 

February 4  

Join the First Lutheran Family for business and fellowship on February 

4  immediately following the 10:45 AM service.  Lunch and fellowship 

will include a meal with meat, rolls, beverages, and dessert provided.  

You are asked to bring a covered dish of vegetables or salad and 

your own place settings. 
 

ANNUAL REPORT Printed copies are currently available in the 

Narthex at the back of the church. 



 20 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Lois, 

Terry, Joyce, Cullen, Doug, Gavin, Dennis, Pat, Cindy, Tieesha, 

Christina, Annie, Daniel, Betty Jean, Barry, Stephen, Denny, Alecia, Bob, 

Jake, Jan, Teresa, Clare, Denise, Christopher, Judy, Jack, Judy, Jeff, Jan, 

Connie, Karen, Phil, and Dean. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Roberta Dwyer by 

Rebecca Brunetta. 

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given in memory of John and Ethel 

Attenberger by Barry and Beverly Attenberger and family. 

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any 

time by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer 

cards in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate.  If for 

whatever reason you do not want your name listed but would like 

to be on the prayer list, just let us know when you make your 

request. 
 

INDEPENDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM (formerly Excela Health) 

does not notify the church of member admissions.  Please notify the 

pastor or call the church office if you or your loved one is hospitalized. 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

THANKS to Michele Boulet (flute) for her musical assistance today. 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST is available today and each Sunday,     

9 - 10:30 AM in the fellowship hall. 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 10:00 AM today. 

FOOD FROM THE HEART Wednesday lunch continues as a BROWN 

BAG lunch provided from 12 to 12:45 PM.  Lunches will be available for 

pick up by people walking at the gate to the park and to those driving at 

the basement door on Bononi Way (alley behind the church).  

NEWSLETTER FOLDING Thursday, 10:00 AM. 
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HANDBELLS Thursday, 6:15 PM. 

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the 

Education Building, down the hall from the Library. 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE last Sunday morning was 78. 

PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION:  Pastor Chris Combs may 

be reached either by calling the church office at 724-834-1457, by email 

at PastorChris@felchurch.org or by calling or texting his cell phone at 

412-973-4179. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his cell 

phone. 

Stewardship Snippets - And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will 

make you fish for people.”– Mark 1:17 

Are you ready for a new kind of wellness routine in 2024? Jesus calls all 

of us to follow him and become fishers of people. As we cultivate and care 

for relationships, we focus on bringing people (and ourselves) More 

deeply in the faith! 
 

BIBLES FOR LOVE PACKAGES 
 

Do you have old Bibles that you no longer use or have 

inherited and don’t know what to do with them?  Well, we 

have an answer. 

Beginning in January and running for several months, First Lutheran will 

collect used and/or new Bibles as well as Sunday School materials and 

other Christian materials to send to “Love Packages.” 

Putting the Word of God into Hungry Hands All Over the World 

Love Packages is fueling international missions work and sending the 

gospel to the ends of the earth by putting donated bibles and other 

Christian literature into the hands of people around the world. Some of 

the locations shipped to include Kenya, India, Uganda, South America 

and others in need.  They ship over 1,500 tons of recycled gospel 

literature to the mission field every year.  



 22 

Items we are collecting are: 

Bibles – new or used, any translation, New Testaments or other 

portions, individual gospel booklets. 

Reference Material – Dictionaries, Bible dictionaries, 

concordances, commentaries, etc. 

Books – all Christian books – adult or children, non-fiction. 

Magazines and Daily Devotionals – any devotionals or magazine 

from a Christian publisher. 

Sunday School Materials – adult quarterlies and all teacher manuals 

in any amount from all publishers; children’s quarterlies with the 

teacher’s manual and full student manuals. 

CDs, DVDs, Blu-ray – Christian music & movies. 

Puppets, Nativity Sets, etc. – bible games, biblical puzzles – 

anything that helps teach the gospel, especially to children. 

 

 Items not accepted: 

VHS/Tapes/Records/8-tracks 

Guideposts 

Handiwork or busy papers from Sunday School materials 

Secular books (other than dictionaries) 

Missions magazines 

 

Boxes for your items will be located in the Narthex, the Education 

Building and the Fellowship Hall.  For more information on Love 

Packages check them out on lovepackages.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

“I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.”  

              Philippians 4:13 
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YOUTH / FAMILY 

BOWLING PARTY 

12:30 PM -2:30 PM Sunday, January 28 

MAIN BOWLING CENTER 

513 SOUTH MAIN STREET 

GREENSBURG, PA  15601 

 

 

$5.00 per person—Bring a friend! 

Price includes bowling, shoe rental, pizza & drinks. 

RSVP to the church office no later than 

Sunday, January 21, 2024. 

 

==================================== 

 

YOUTH / FAMILY BOWLING PARTY 

 

 

NAME_________________________________________ 

  

 

Number of Tickets _________ x $5.00 = _____________  

 

 


