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WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!
We gather here every Sunday to experience the life
changing and life giving grace of God. In this place we discover
the truth of which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17).
We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to
God for His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and
hopeful that you will be among us when we gather again.
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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP
ALL BAPTIZED worshipers who confess the presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion are invited to commune. Children are
invited to come forward for a blessing. Communicants please complete
a communion card.
GLUTEN FREE COMMUNION WAFERS are available for those
persons with allergies.
WE ARE THANKFUL FOR CHILDREN in our worship service. A
nursery, on the second floor of the education building, is available for
those moments when children need a quiet area.
CHILDREN’S BULLETINS providing activities based on today’s
scripture readings are available in the narthex.
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY BAGS are available for children to use
during worship. They are located in the Narthex and at the top of the
steps in the balcony. Each bag has an age level marked on it so that
you can easily find the one you need. After the service, we ask that all
contents be placed in the proper bag and returned. Thank you!
PASTOR LARRY KEMP may be reached either at the church office, by
email at pastor125kemp2@verizon.net or by calling his mobile number at
(412) 302-6988. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his
mobile number.
PLEASE remember to turn your cell phones off before worship.
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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 8, 2018
8:15 AM & 10:00 AM

THE WORSHIP SERVICE
The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal
preparation for the worship of God.

GATHERING
Preludes and Silent Prayer
Confession and Forgiveness
The congregation stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign
that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
The congregation kneels. Silence is kept for reflection.
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Gracious God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we have turned from you
and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things we have done
and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

Hymn “In Christ Called to Baptize”

# 575

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise: “Glory Be to God”

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray
God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to
proclaim the coming of your kingdom. Give us the
courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully
witness to your love and peace in every circumstance of
life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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The congregation may be seated.

WORD
First Reading

Ezekiel 2:1-5

He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with
you. 2And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on
my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3He said to me, Mortal, I am
sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have
rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against
me to this very day. 4The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am
sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord
God.” 5Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious
house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 123

(Read responsively: Lector / Congregation)

1

To you I lift | up my eyes,
to you enthroned | in the heavens.
2
As the eyes of servants look to the hand | of their masters,
and the eyes of a maid to the hand | of her mistress,
3
so our eyes look to you, O | LORD our God,
until you show | us your mercy.
4
Have mercy upon us, O | LORD, have mercy,
for we have had more than enough | of contempt,
5
too much of the scorn of the in- | dolent rich,
and of the derision | of the proud.
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Second Reading

2 Corinthians 12:2-10

2

I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the
third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know;
God knows. 3And I know that such a person—whether in the body or
out of the body I do not know; God knows— 4was caught up into
Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is
permitted to repeat. 5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my
own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6But if I wish to
boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain
from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me
or heard from me, 7even considering the exceptional character of the
revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was
given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me
from being too elated. 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this,
that it would leave me, 9but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell
in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am
weak, then I am strong.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
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Gospel Acclamation

Gospel

Mark 6:1-13

R/ Glory to you, O Lord.
He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed
him. 2On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many
who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all
this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of
power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of
Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not
his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4Then Jesus
said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their
hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” 5And he
could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few
sick people and cured them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve
and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over
the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to take nothing for their journey
except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9but to wear
sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to them, “Wherever you
enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 11If any place will
not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off
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the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12So they
went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast out many
demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
R/ Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Sermon
Hymn of the Day “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” # 519
APOSTLES’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
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Prayers of the Church
To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we
will refresh our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by
starting with a clean slate. We understand that many people will
continue to need prayer beyond the length of one month. If you
wish to continue to have someone listed in the bulletin for public
prayer, please call the office by the last Wednesday of the month.

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words:
. . . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these or
similar words.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
The Peace
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THE MEAL
Offering
(Children, please bring your offering to the front of the church and
place it in the “Thank You Jesus” Jar.)

Offertory Response “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

# 182
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we
may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams
of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table
with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offertory Prayer

(in unison)
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what
we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks…we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

Eucharistic Prayer
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy…
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death…
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in eternal life. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
God of abundance,
with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Hymn “Let the Whole Creation Cry”
Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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# 876

BLESSED TO BLESS
SERVING TODAY:
ACOLYTES are Ailantus Hanzel, Erik Hanzel and Bradley
Schmidt.
LECTORS are Kim Nicassio and Suzy Flory.
WORSHIP ASSISTANT is Suzy Flory.
AUDIO/VISUAL (AV) MINISTRY is provided by Al Danilko.
GREETERS include at 8:15 Suzy Flory - north door, Pastor Larry
Kemp - center, - south door; at 10:00 Suzy Flory - north door,
Pastor Larry Kemp - center, Marsha Danilko - south door.

SERVING IN JULY:
ALTAR GUILD for July includes Roberta Laciak – coordinator,
Ann Copper and Evelyn Sager.
USHERS for July include at 8:15 Carolyn Hanzel – chief, Liz Rowe
and William Poole; at 10:00 Al Danilko - chief, Amy Schultz, Al
Leppold and Bob Errett.
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PRAYER CONCERNS:
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Lisa, Brandie, Dean,
Jeanne, Ed, Pat, Lynn, Pam, Jan, Sue, Babs, the family of Jack
Erickson and the family of Dolores Trout.
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Richard Boggs by
Mrs. Richard Boggs.
PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any
time by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer
cards in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate. If for
whatever reason you do not want your name listed but would like
to be on the prayer list, just let us know when you make your
request.
EXCELA HEALTH has changed their policy and will no longer
notify the church of admissions. Please notify the pastor or call the
church office if you or your loved one is hospitalized.

MISSION STATEMENT
“As Servants of Jesus Christ, we strive to impact our
families, neighbors and the world by sharing our faith,
empowered by God’s Grace”
Developed by Church Council
October 2016
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
CONDOLENCES are extended to the family of Dolores Trout who
died Juyl 1, 2018.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL at Zion’s Lutheran Church Monday
through Thursday, 6:30 – 8:00 PM.
PERSONNEL meets Tuesday, 6:00 PM.
WORSHIP WORD and SACRAMENT Wednesday, 6:00 PM
WELCA SUMMER BIBLE STUDY with other Lutheran Churches,
7:00 PM Monday July 16th and Monday, August 20th at Zions’ Social
Hall.
FAMILY FUN NIGHT at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, West
Point. July 13 from 5—9 PM. Games, Dunk Tank, Bouncy House,
Food, Face Painting, Fire Truck, Bake Sale.
HOMEBOUND VISITS: Pastor Larry Kemp and those visiting
homebound members are revising the current list of homebound
members. If you know of anyone who might need a visit, please
contact pastor or the church office.
CD DELIVERY
We are looking for individuals to deliver the CD’s
from Sunday worship to some of our shut-ins. This
would be approximately once per month. If you are
interested in this ministry, please call the church
office or use the backside of the prayer request card
and place it in the offering plate.
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NEW WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY AT FIRST
Starting July 11, we will be offering a very simple
worship service at 6 pm on Wednesday evenings on a trial
basis. The service will be an abbreviated Sunday
morning worship service with Holy Communion and no
music. It is not intended to replace either of the Sunday
worship services and is offered either as an additional worship
opportunity for those who may not be able to worship with us on
Sunday or those who might like an additional opportunity to
worship through the middle of the week.

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS
Social Ministry Committee is teaming with Habitat for
Humanity on a local project. We are looking for
volunteers 16 years of age and older to work on site.
There is an opportunity for others to volunteer at Habitat for
Humanity’s Thrift Shop. Details to follow. Please leave your name
and email address at the church office or contact David Cobb.
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SUMMER FOOD DRIVE
During the summer months, the Social Ministry Activation
Team will be collecting nonperishable items for our Emergency
Food Cupboard. These items will be used to assist many
individuals and families in our community.
June is “Protein Month”. Suggested items are:
Peanut Butter
Canned meats (tuna, chicken, etc.)
Beans
A box is located in the education building foyer for your
donations. Please check the expiration dates before
donating, as we cannot distribute expired items in the
Emergency Food bags. Thank you!
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