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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
246 South Main Street
Greensburg, Pennsylvania
724-834-1457
Office hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

felchurch.org
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Larry Kemp
Marvin J. Huls

Interim Pastor
Director of Music

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!
We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing and
life giving grace of God. In this place we discover the truth of
which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17).
We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to
God for His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and
hopeful that you will be among us when we gather again.
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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP
ALL BAPTIZED worshipers who confess the presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion are invited to commune. Children are
invited to come forward for a blessing. Communicants please complete
a communion card.
GLUTEN FREE COMMUNION WAFERS are available for those
persons with allergies.
WE ARE THANKFUL FOR CHILDREN in our worship service. A
nursery, on the second floor of the education building, is available for
those moments when children need a quiet area.
CHILDREN’S BULLETINS providing activities based on today’s
scripture readings are available in the narthex.
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY BAGS are available for children to use
during worship. They are located in the Narthex and at the top of the
steps in the balcony. Each bag has an age level marked on it so that you
can easily find the one you need. After the service, we ask that all
contents be placed in the proper bag and returned. Thank you!
PASTOR LARRY KEMP may be reached either at the church office,
by email at pastor125kemp2@verizon.net or by calling his mobile
number at (412) 302-6988. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please
call his mobile number.
PLEASE remember to turn your cell phones off before worship.
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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 15, 2018
8:15 AM & 10:00 AM

THE WORSHIP SERVICE
The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal
preparation for the worship of God.

GATHERING
Preludes and Silent Prayer
Confession and Forgiveness
The congregation stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign
that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
The congregation kneels. Silence is kept for reflection.
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Gracious God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we have turned from you
and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things we have done
and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

Hymn “Faith of Our Fathers”

# 812

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
5

Hymn of Praise: “Glory Be to God”
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot
give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and
also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live
in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The congregation may be seated.

WORD
First Reading Amos 7:7-15
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This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built
with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the Lord said to
me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the
Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people
Israel; I will never again pass them by; 9the high places of Isaac shall be
made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will
rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
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Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel,
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house
of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has
said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.’” 12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee
away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there;
13
but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it
is a temple of the kingdom.” 14Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no
prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of
sycamore trees, 15and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the
Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’
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L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Psalm 85:8-13
(Read responsively: Lector / Congregation)
8
I will listen to what the LORD | God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people
and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
9
Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land.
10
Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
11
Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
12
The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will | yield its increase.
13
Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD
and shall prepare for | God a pathway.
Second Reading

Ephesians 1:3-14
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
4
just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be
holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as
his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in
the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him,
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things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained
an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose the
Beloved. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as
God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.
L: The Word of the Lord
C:Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation

9

Gospel

Mark 6:14-29

R/ Glory to you, O Lord.
14
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were
saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this
reason these powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “It is Elijah.”
And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But
when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been
raised.”
17

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put
him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because
Herod had married her. 18For John had been telling Herod, “It is not
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge
against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for Herod feared
John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected
him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to
listen to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday
gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of
Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased
Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever
you wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever
you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She went out
and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head
of John the baptizer.” 25Immediately she rushed back to the king and
requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on
a platter.” 26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths
and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the king
sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and
beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to
the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard
about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.
R/ Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
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Sermon
Hymn of the Day “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”

# 717

APOSTLES’ CREED (8:15)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (10:00)
The congregation may be seated.
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living
hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We
are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with
the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the
world.
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Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do
you desire to have Sophia baptized into Christ?
Response: I do.
As you bring Sophia to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted
with responsibilities:
to live with her among God’s faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Sophia grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: I do.
People of God, do you promise to support Sophia and pray for her in
her new life in Christ?
We do.
The congregation stands.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess
the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
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Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.+
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who
are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation may be seated.
Sophia is baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise
them to eternal life.
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Sustain Sophia with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and
forever. Amen.
Sophia, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen.
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
The congregation stands.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we
share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing
God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Prayers of the Church
To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will
refresh our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by starting
with a clean slate. We understand that many people will continue to need
prayer beyond the length of one month. If you wish to continue to have
someone listed in the bulletin for public prayer, please call the office by
the last Wednesday of the month.
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God's creation.
Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words:
. . . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these or similar words.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

The Peace

THE MEAL
Offering
(Children, please bring your offering to the front of the church and place
it in the “Thank You Jesus” Jar.)

Offertory Response

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
# 182
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we
may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams
of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table
with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offertory Prayer

(in unison)

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what
we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks…we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy…
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death…
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in eternal life. Amen.
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Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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# 807

BLESSED TO BLESS
SERVING TODAY:
ACOLYTE is Erika Ament.
LECTOR is Pat Yost.
WORSHIP ASSISTANT is Pat Yost.
AUDIO/VISUAL (AV) MINISTRY is provided by Dwight Miller,
Lexi Hahn and Scott Hahn.
CD DELIVERY provided by Betty Mohney.
GREETERS include at 8:15 Pat Yost - north door, Pastor Larry
Kemp - center, Amy Erdman - south door; at 10:00 Pat Yost - north
door, Pastor Larry Kemp - center, Ron Lambie - south door.

MISSION STATEMENT
“As Servants of Jesus Christ, we strive to impact our families, neighbors and the world by sharing our faith,
empowered by God’s Grace”
Developed by Church Council
October 2016
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PRAYER CONCERNS:
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Lisa, Brandie, Dean,
Jeanne, Ed, Pat, Lynn, Pam, Jan, Sue, Babs, Jim, Vin-Di, Vic and Mary
Lou.
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
H. Jennings and Pam Jennings by Paul and Mary Jennings.
THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given in honor of the Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary of Mark and Bonnie Barnhart July 20, 2018.
PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any
time by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer
cards in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate. If for whatever reason you do not want your name listed but would like to be
on the prayer list, just let us know when you make your request.
EXCELA HEALTH has changed their policy and will no longer notify
the church of admissions. Please notify the pastor or call the church office if you or your loved one is hospitalized.

HOMEBOUND VISITS: Pastor Larry Kemp and those visiting homebound members are revising the current list of homebound members. If
you know of anyone who might need a visit, please contact pastor or the
church office.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM is given today to Sophia
Grace Shadwick, daughter of Eric and Sara Shadwick. We rejoice in the
waters of baptism and God’s gift of new birth.
THANKS to Chuck Vita for serving as our organist today.
THANKS to Elizabeth Vita, flute, for her ministry of music today.
Elizabeth is a music education graduate of Seton Hill University, and is
currently the Music and Religion teacher at St. Elizabeth Elementary
School in Pittsburgh.
CONGRATULATIONS to Roy and Jennifer Ott on the birth of their
son, Roy Ernest, IV on July 7, 2018!
WELCA SUMMER BIBLE STUDY with other Lutheran Churches,
7:00 PM Monday July 16th and Monday, August 20th at Zions’ Social
Hall.
FOOD FROM THE HEART, our weekday luncheon ministry,
continues this Wednesday at noon.
WORSHIP WORD and SACRAMENT Wednesday, 6:00 PM
EVANGELISM meets Thursday, 7:00 PM.
JULY 22 soloist will be Alex Swartz, a Seton Hill University graduate
with BM degrees in vocal performance and music therapy. She is currently pursuing her MFA in performing arts at Savannah College of Art
and Design.
JULY 29 soloist will be Anna Reitsma, a Seton Hill University graduate
with a BM degree in music education, and a Youngstown State
University graduate with a Master's degree in flute performance.
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NEW WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY AT FIRST
As of July 11, we are offering a very simple worship service
at 6 pm on Wednesday evenings on a trial basis. The
service will be an abbreviated Sunday morning worship
service with Holy Communion and no music. It is not
intended to replace either of the Sunday worship services
and is offered either as an additional worship opportunity for those who
may not be able to worship with us on Sunday or those who might like
an additional opportunity to worship through the middle of the week.

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS
Social Ministry Committee is teaming with Habitat for
Humanity on a local project. We are looking for volunteers
16 years of age and older to work on site. There is an
opportunity for others to volunteer at Habitat for Humanity’s Thrift Shop. Details to follow. Please leave your name and email
address at the church office or contact David Cobb.

CD DELIVERY
We are looking for individuals to deliver the CD’s from Sunday worship to some of our shut-ins. This would be approximately once per month. If you are interested in
this ministry, please call the church office or use the
backside of the prayer request card and place it in
the offering plate.
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SUMMER FOOD DRIVE
During the summer months, the Social Ministry
Activation Team will be collecting nonperishable items
for our Emergency Food Cupboard. These items will be
used to assist many individuals and families in our
community.
July is “Carb Month”. Suggested items are:
Pasta / pasta sauce
Pouch / Box sides (pasta/rice/potato/stuffing, etc.)
Mac & Cheese
Crackers (saltines, etc.)
A box is located in the education building foyer for your donations. Please check the expiration dates before donating, as we cannot
distribute expired items in the Emergency Food bags. Thank you!

THRIVENT FINANCIAL ACTION TEAM
SCHOOL SUPPLIES & BACKPACKS DRIVE
July 1 to August 5
In family emergencies, Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau is
contacted to make arrangements for children from birth to 21 years of
age. Often times these children are removed from their homes with only
the clothes on their backs and little if any personal belongings. In 2017,
there were 348 children in foster care in Westmoreland, an increase of
174% above the normal number of 200. One way you can help these
children in need is to donate school supplies and backpacks. Collection
boxes are located in the education building foyer, the narthex at the back
of the church, and the fellowship hall.
24
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MATCHING GIFT PROGRAM
First Lutheran has sponsored a Matching Gifts program since 2002.
Members of First Lutheran are invited to make a gift to any nonprofit, human service organization whose mission is in accordance
with First Lutheran’s mission, as agreed upon by our Social Ministry
Team. Such gifts will be matched by a First Lutheran Check and will
be sent to the organization. Also, such gifts can be made throughout
the year until the total budgeted amount of $10,000 is met.

LIVING LUTHERAN SUBSCRIPTIONS
LIVING LUTHERAN, the ELCA church magazine, is provided for
every active home of the congregation (if desired) through the “Every
Home Plan”. The magazine is useful in assisting members in their
daily walk of faith and provides information to our witness throughout the nation and world. We are in the process of updating our
current list. If you would like your name added or removed from our
list, please call the church office.
This plan provides a reduced rate of $8.95 per subscription. If you
wish to help defray the expense to the congregation, please use a gold
pew envelope and mark your donation as such. Your gifts are much
appreciated!
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AN ELCA LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE WITHIN
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Founded in 1866, THIEL COLLEGE is an independent liberal arts, sciences and
professional studies institution in Greenville, PA combining the best of the liberal
arts tradition with career and life skills. Learn more at www.thiel.edu
This giving opportunity is a way to connect with and financially support a
Lutheran ministry that helps students to achieve their educational goals and prepares them for lives of service that are ahead of them.
You can donate several different ways:

Cash\Check Gift $_________

Stock Gift $_________

Estate Gift $_________
Name/s ____________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________
State _______ Zip Code ___________ Phone _____________________
Email _____________________________________________________
Checks can be made payable to Thiel College. Your gift can be placed in
the offering plate during worship or mailed to: Thiel College
75 College Avenue
Advancement Office
Greenville, PA 16125
Donations can also be made at www.thiel.edu/giving or by credit card
by calling 724-589-2026
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