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WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!
We gather here every Sunday to experience the life
changing and life giving grace of God. In this place we discover
the truth of which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17).
We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to
God for His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and
hopeful that you will be among us when we gather again.
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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP
IN THE TIME BEFORE WORSHIP TODAY, please spend a few
moments reading the introduction to the scripture readings in
preparation for the hearing of God’s word.
ALL BAPTIZED worshipers who confess the presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion are invited to commune. Children are
invited to come forward for a blessing. Communicants please complete
a communion card.
GLUTEN FREE COMMUNION WAFERS are available for those
persons with allergies.
WE ARE THANKFUL FOR CHILDREN in our worship service. A
nursery, on the second floor of the education building, is available for
those moments when children need a quiet area.
CHILDREN’S BULLETINS providing activities based on today’s
scripture readings are available in the narthex.
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY BAGS are available for children to use
during worship. They are located in the Narthex and at the top of the
steps in the balcony. Each bag has an age level marked on it so that
you can easily find the one you need. After the service, we ask that all
contents be placed in the proper bag and returned. Thank you!
PASTOR LARRY KEMP may be reached either at the church office, by
email at pastor125kemp2@verizon.net or by calling his mobile number at
(412) 302-6988. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his
mobile number.
PLEASE remember to turn your cell phones off before worship.
3

ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
As Celebrated on the 7th Sunday of Easter
May 13, 2018
8:15 AM & 10:45 AM

THE WORSHIP SERVICE
The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal
preparation for the worship of God.

GATHERING
Preludes and Silent Prayer
Confession and Forgiveness
The congregation stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign
that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
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The congregation kneels. Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
P: Alleluia! He is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Processional
Hymn “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!”

# 393

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Kyrie

6

This Is the Feast
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The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray…

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world,
and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ,
our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation may be seated.

First Reading

WORD
Acts 1:1-11

1

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and
taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days
and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise
of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit
not many days from now.”
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is
not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his
own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out
of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward
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heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
R/Thanks be to God!

Psalm 47

(Read responsively: Lector / Congregation)
1
Clap your hands, | all you peoples;
shout to God with a | joyful sound.
2
For the LORD Most High is | to be feared:
a great king over | all the earth,
3
who subdues the | peoples under us,
and the nations un- | der our feet;
4
who chooses our inheri- | tance for us,
the pride of Jacob, | whom God loves.
5
God has gone up | with a shout,
the LORD with the sound | of the ram's horn.
6
Sing praises to | God, sing praises;
sing praises to our | king, sing praises.
7
For God is king of | all the earth;
sing praises | with a song.
8
God reigns o- | ver the nations;
God is en- | throned on high.
9
The nobles of the peoples have gathered
as the people of the | God of Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- | ly exalted.

Second Reading

Ephesians 1:15-23
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
15
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saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put
this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things
for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in
all.
R/Thanks be to God!
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel

Luke 24:44-53

R/ Glory to you, O Lord.
“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these
things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so
stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on
high.”
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50

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands,
he blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them
and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the
temple blessing God.
R/ Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Sermon
Hymn of the Day “Day of Arising”

# 374

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS (10:45)
Chrissy Mols, Carrie Writt and Christopher Writt have come to us
from Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Export, PA.
APOSTLES’ CREED (8:15 & 10:45)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
ADDRESS & QUESTIONS (10:45)
In baptism…
To those being welcomed:
Do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among
God’s people in this place?
Each person responds: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
The minister addresses the assembly congregation.
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new
members in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
WELCOME (10:45)
Those being welcomed face the assembly.
Let us welcome with these sisters and brother in Christ to this
community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

Prayers of the Church
To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will
refresh our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by
starting with a clean slate. We understand that many people will
continue to need prayer beyond the length of one month. If you
wish to continue to have someone listed in the bulletin for public
prayer, please call the office by the last Wednesday of the month.
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With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God's creation.
Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words:
. . . let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these or
similar words.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
The Peace

THE MEAL
(Children, please bring your offering to the front of the church
and place it in the “Thank You Jesus” Jar.)

Offertory Response “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

# 182

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we
may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams
of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table
with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.
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Offertory Prayer

(in unison)
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what
we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks…we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness…
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup…
…to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit…
...and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
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Join our prayers with those of your servants…
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
All who wish to receive the body and blood of Jesus for the
forgiveness of their sins and the nourishment of their lives are welcome.
It is not necessary to be a member of First Lutheran to receive
the sacrament.

Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in eternal life. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn “O Christ, Our Hope”

# 604

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB144012.
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BLESSED TO BLESS
SERVING TODAY:
ACOLYTE is Erika Ament.
CRUCIFER is Bradley Schmidt.
TORCH BEARERS are Ailanthus Hanzel, Erik Hanzel, Mia
Saraceni and Tyler Miller.
BIBLE BEARERS are Reese Woodley and Christopher Steel.
LECTORS are Mark Barnhart and Sunshine Keiser.
WORSHIP ASSISTANT is Pat Yost.
AUDIO/VISUAL (AV) MINISTRY is provided by Drew Erdman.
CD’s will be delivered by Helen Marie Flinner.
GREETERS include at 8:15 Pat Yost - north door, Pastor Larry center, Kip Boggs - south door; at 10:45 Pat Yost - north door,
Pastor Larry - center, Tom Flory - south door.
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PRAYER CONCERNS:
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Lisa, Brandie, Dean,
Jeanne, Suzy, Ed, Pat, Lynn, Jimmy, Nicole, Christopher, Mark, Pr.
Debra Thompson, Scott, Debbie, Tony and Russ.
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in honor and memory of all
mothers by the WELCA of First Lutheran Church.
PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any
time by calling the church office or by writing the request on the
prayer cards in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate. If
for whatever reason you do not want your name listed but would
like to be on the prayer list, just let us know when you make your
request.
EXCELA HEALTH has changed their policy and will no longer
notify the church of admissions. Please notify the pastor or call the
church office if you or your loved one is hospitalized.

MISSION STATEMENT
“As Servants of Jesus Christ, we strive to impact our
families, neighbors and the world by sharing our faith,
empowered by God’s Grace”
Developed by Church Council
October 2016
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
WE WELCOME Chrissy Mols, Carrie Writt and Christopher Writt into
the congregation today.
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST is available today and each Sunday,
9 - 10:30 AM in the fellowship hall.
THE JAVA TABLE will be open today between worship services.
Fair trade coffees, teas, and chocolates will be available for purchase.
TODAY’S ANTHEM: “Why Do You Peer Into the Skies?
Music: Jacob Weber
Text: Lisa Clark
Why do you peer into the skies, staring with open, wondr'ing eyes?
See and believe that Christ came down. Now claims again His holy
crown.
Dying that all should be fulfilled, living as God the Father willed.
Why are you waiting on this hill? This is no time for standing still.
Soon to receive the Spirit's pow'r, pray and prepare for that great hour.
Filled with the Word, go out and tell: Jesus defeated death and hell.
The reign of Satan now dispelled, the reign of God is still up held,
Shout to the Lord great songs of joy; reaching new ears, all fears
destroy.
When trumpets sound the great surprise: He will return and we will rise.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is Monday, May 14, 2018.
FOOD FROM THE HEART, our weekday luncheon ministry,
continues this Wednesday at noon.
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SWPA SYNOD ASSEMBLY June 14, 15, 16, 2018 at Thiel College.
Please let Pastor Kemp know if you would be willing to serve as a
representative.
LENTEN PROJECT: $2863.00 has been collected for the Lutheran
World Relief Vegetable Gardens which is approximately 14.315
gardens!
HOMEBOUND VISITS: Pastor Larry Kemp and those visiting
homebound members are revising the current list of homebound
members. If you know of anyone who might need a visit, please
contact pastor or the church office.
ALTAR FLOWERS are still needed for July 1, August 19 and 26.
Contact the church office if you would like to provide altar flowers for
any of these dates. Cost is $40.00

- We have lost clothing and
jewelry in the office. Please check with the
secretaries if you’ve lost something!
LOST AND FOUND
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THRIVENT FINANCIAL ACTION TEAM
CHILDREN’S BOOK DRIVE
April 15 – May 15
In family emergencies, Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau is
contacted to make arrangements for children from birth to 21 years of
age. Often times these children are removed from their homes with
only the clothes on their backs and little if any personal belongings,
such as a favorite stuffed animal. In 2017, there were 348 children in
foster care in Westmoreland, an increase of 174% above the normal
number of 200. One way you can help these children in need is to
donate a children’s book. Collection boxes for the books will be
located in the education building foyer, the narthex at the back of the
church, and the fellowship hall starting next Sunday.

Summer is just around the corner—time to start
planning for summer camp!
Visit
www.lutherlyn.com or phone 724-865-2161.
Week long summer Camps run from June 17
through August 3, 2018 for grades 4—6, 7—9
and 10—12. There are also Small Fry Days for grades 1—3 where
children may attend one or multiple days.
Lutherlyn offers a coupon for first time Lutherlyn campers to help
cover the cost of camp. Stop in the office to pick up a coupon.
First Lutheran offers Camperships. Register with Lutherlyn and
then let the office know to send the campership.
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